
 

EASTER EDITION 21ST & 28TH APRIL 2019

  A t  th e  h ea r t  o f  Dundrum  
A saint for dark times 

It’s perfectly understandable: Thomas is 

having trouble believing that Jesus has 

returned to be with his friends again. The 

disciples, who witnessed Jesus’ arrest, 

torture, death and burial, are now talking 

about having seen Jesus in the flesh again. 
It sounds impossible. Thomas was not 

there when Jesus first appeared to the 
disciples, so of course he is doubtful. 

     Thomas’ moment of doubt earned him 

the nickname ‘Doubting Thomas’, and I 

sometimes think this is a little unfair. Or 
rather, I feel that Thomas’ wobble of faith 

does not necessarily cast him in a negative 
light – it makes him easier to relate to. He 

is grieving after the death of his master 
and friend. He is not ready to hear the 

words of comfort and consolation offered 
by the others, when they tell him ‘We 

have seen the Lord.’ His pain is too deep. 

He can’t believe it, or won’t believe it, until 
he experiences it for himself. And when he 

does finally encounter Jesus, an agonising 
eight days later, his declaration of faith is 
swift: ‘My Lord and my God!’ We can al-

most hear the relief and joy in this excla-

mation. 

     We all know that life can be painful and 

messy at times. It can be hard to hang 
onto our faith when we are in pain, or 

grieving, or anxious. It might be difficult to 
accept the assurances of others that God 

is with us and will help us through it. We 

might also struggle to pray. In dark times, 
sometimes we just can’t see the light. 

Thomas is a saint for those times of dark-
ness and doubt. In our darkest days, may 

we, like Thomas, encounter the healing 

presence of the Risen Christ. 

Reflection for Divine Mercy Sunday 28th April 
Courtesy of Intercom Resource                     

written by Triona Doherty 

 

E A S T E R  GR A T I T U D E  &  B L E S S I N GS    
Along with Deacon Gabriel and our colleagues in the  

Parish Grouping we wish you a blessed Easter.  

I would like to thank Vivienne, Brenda and Elizabeth in 

our Parish Office, our team of Sacristans, the members of 
our new Parish Pastoral Council, our collectors and coun-

ters, all those involved in music and liturgical ministry, 

the Faith Youth Club and all the many volunteers who 

serve our parish in so many ways.  

In particular, I would like to express gratitude to the members of the Pastoral Centre Committee 
and to Mary Taylor our Centre Manager for further building the sense of hospitality in the centre.  

Our Parish Finance Committee has recently signed off on parish accounts for 2018. They will give 
a report in the next weeks. I thank them for their guidance. We express thanks to all who support 

our church/centre running costs through the Parish Family Offering. The Family Offering is the 
main source of income for the running of the parish. Find out more about how to ‘Support Us’ on 

our website www.dundrumparish.com or by contacting the Parish Office.  

Recently, I had the joy of visiting the Holy Land with 52 pilgrims. I took this picture when visiting 
the tomb of our Lord in the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem. The light reminds 
me of the enduring hope of Easter.  

My prayer for each one of you is that the 

Peace and Hope of the Risen Lord be with you 

and your family this Easter Season. 
 

With thanks for your support, Fr. John  

 

PARISH OFFICE 

Monday - Friday: 9.30am —1.30 pm 

Tel: 01-2983494 

Email: dundrumparish@gmail.com 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Fr John Bracken Co-PP (Dundrum) 

Fr Liam Belton Moderator (Ballinteer/Meadowbrook) 

Deacon Gabriel Corcoran 

Faith Development Co-Ordinator; Annette Farrell  
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Chairperson of Parish Pastoral Council  
Lorna Radcliffe 

PASTORAL CENTRE 
 

Coffee Dock Open: After Sunday Masses 

Weekdays from 10 am– 12 noon 

Centre Manager: Mary Taylor 

For Info & booking Enquiries 

Email: parishcen-

tre@dundrumparish.com 

Tel:  01-2986153 

 

 

PARISH GROUPING 

Mass Times 

Dundrum:  Mon – Fri: 10.30 am 

Saturday: 6 pm 

Sunday: 9 am, 10.30 am, 12 noon 

Ballinteer: 

Mon—Fri: 9.30  am , Saturday 6.pm 

Sunday: 9.30 am (Irish), 11 am, 12.30 pm 

Meadowbrook: St Attracta’s Oratory 

Mon—Sat. 10.00 am  
Sunday: 10 am, 11.30 am 



Sunday April 21st—EASTER SUNDAY 
 

9.00 am   Seamus Sheehan (RD)   
  Easter Intentions  
  John Wickham (A)  
  Mary Whelan (2nd

 A)  
 

10.30 am  Special Intention – Get Well  

  John & Jane Ryan (A)   
  Eily O’Keeffe (RD)  
  Sean Armstrong (RD) 

12noon  Jim Mahoney (A)  

  Olive Daly (1st
 A)    

  Aideen McGlade (14th
 A) 

  Martin Behan (RD)    

  Easter Intention                    

Recently Deceased : Ailbhe Donohoe, Adele McAvock,               
       Seamus Sheehan,   Maureen Rooney 

 

No weekly Newsletter week of 27th/28th April 
 
Saturday April 27th 
 

6.00pm             Lorcan O’Tuama (1st
 A) 

                 Padraic Collins (A) 
                 Patrick Malone (A) 
                 Seamus Sheehan (RD)  

       
 

Sunday April 28th— DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
 

9.00 am    Marie Hanafin (RD) 
                  Liam Brennan & his wife (RD) 
                  Special Intentions x 2 
 

10.30 am     Kit Browne (RD) 
     Laurence Doyle (RD) 
    Easter Intentions x 2 

 

12.00 noon           Kathleen Tansey &  
                                Joe Tansey Daly 

                                Phyllis Donlon (28th A) 

              
  Eamon Curran (9th

 A) 
Mass Intentions can be requested by contacting or by visiting 

the Parish Office and at the weekends the Sacristy. 

You are invited to an 

OPEN GARDEN 

on the lower slopes of the Little Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 27th
 April 2019, 3-5pm 

at Hillside, Bohilla Lane, Kilmacanogue, A98 HC89 

(home of Raymond & Étain Murphy) 

€5 entrance, to include tea, biscuits, etc  Plants for sale 
ALL PROCEEDS TO KILBRIDE PARISH CHURCH 

(the church on the N11, before Kilmacanogue) 

SHINE –  

CARERS’ SUPPORT 

GROUP 

Blackrock/South Dublin Carers’        
Support Group of Shine meets 

on the first Monday of each 
month at 8.00 pm (except for 

Public Holidays when it is the second 
Monday).  

Founded in 1976 this Carers’ 
Group led to formation of what is 

now SHINE.  

Their meetings are for all Carers deal-
ing with a loved one experiencing 

Mental Illness. They provide an oppor-
tunity to discuss and share problems, 
support each other privately and in 

confidence. We are open to all Carers. 
We should talk. 

For more information contact: 
The Centre for Living, 

Rosehill, 
Carysfort Avenue, 

Blackrock, Co. Dublin 

ACCORD Dublin Catholic Marriage Care Service CLG -  

Recruiting Volunteers!  
ACCORD Dublin Catholic Marriage Care Service CLG is currently recruiting volunteers 
as Marriage and Relationship Counsellors and Marriage Preparation Facilitators to 
prepare couples for the Sacrament of Marriage. 

Training will be provided for both roles through the 
Pontifical University in Maynooth.   

Potential Marriage Preparation Facilitators: Contact 
Frances Stephenson on 01 4784400. 

For information on Counselling Roles: Please con-
tact Emma Keane on 01 4784400.  

Dom Marmion Society.   

Church Gate Collection 

 April 27th/28th 

 

THE DOM MARMION SOCIETY provides friendship and  
      support to older people of Dundrum and District 
Through the following: Bingo: Gentle Exercises: Indoor Bowling:     
 Bridge: Outings: Summer and Christmas Parties  

Anyone interested is most welcome to drop on Wednesday afternoons,                          
see what is going on and have a ‘cuppa’ and a chat.  

‘Younger’ helpers would be especially welcome. 

Maynooth  

Courses on  Offer:   
Applications are opening for a 

number of Programmes in Pasto-

ral Theology ideal formation for 
lay people involved  or interested 

in getting involved in ministry.  

Ranging from Diploma to Higher      

Diploma and Masters-level, there 

are options available to suit a                   
wide range of candidates.   

We are delighted to announce 
two new programmes, The Higher 

Diploma in Healthcare Chaplain-

cy and the Postgraduate Diploma               

in Christian Communications                           
and Media Practice (with Kairos).   

Deadline for applications: Friday 
26

th
  April 2019.  Late applica-

tions   considered on a case-by-

case basis.  For more information  

email: admissions@spcm.ie 

 

Avila Charismatic               
Prayer Group  

(Bloomfield Avenue, off More-
hampton Road, Donnybrook, 
Dublin 4) 

Day of Renewal with Fr. 
Brendan Walsh                  

(Pallottine Community, Thurles)  

Saturday 27th April  

Registration 9am - Mass 

4.15pm followed by Healing 
service 5.30pm.  

Cost €25 (full day or part 
thereof).  

Please bring packed lunch. Tea/
coffee provided.  

Strictly limited to 80 places - 
advance booking necessary.  

Phone 0863203512 for 
more details. 

Parish Newsletter 

The Parish Office staff 
assist Fr. John in the con-
tent of the weekly news-
letter. Each newsletter 

takes a number of hours. 
Design/layout using Microsoft Publisher.  

Grace Communications only print the weekly 
Newsletter. The cost of printing is partly          

subsidised by local advertisers.  

The newsletter contains notices, happenings and 
provides an important opportunity to reach be-

yond our Sunday Congregation. 

It is hoped some of the thoughts, reflections will 
inspire & challenge your faith! 

If you have any suggestions, ideas for the        
newsletter re. content or design, contact the 

parish office or the designer/editor! -  

Next Edition 5th May. Receive the Newsletter by 
email , sign up www.dundrumparish.com 



PA S TO R A L  C E N T R E  N E W S  &  E V E N T S  

Dear All, 

I can hardly believe Easter is upon us. Time flies when you’re having 

fun, or so they say, and in fairness we had a bit of fun at the Pastoral 
Centre recently when we hosted a lovely Thank-You Supper for all our 

wonderful volunteers in recognition of their generosity of time and love 
of community - without which, there would be no pastoral centre. I 
read a lovely quote recently that said: “Higher enlightenment is not 

attainable without love for serving one’s community” and I thought that 

if the love of community is anything to go by in Dundrum Parish, then our 
volunteers are well on their way to attaining their fair share of higher en-
lightenment. 

Meantime, back at the office, let me give you an update on activities.  

You will be glad to know that we are opening-up the whole hall for the Ball-

room and Sequence Dancing classes on Wednesday mornings, so the extra 

space and air circulation should help you do those funky moves to the fox-
trot, quick step and waltz. It’s a drop-in class, so tell your friends, and do drop down at 11:15am on Wednesday mornings for an hour of 

fun and light exercise. Also, if there are any parents out there who are interested in Ballroom Dancing for Children 

(aged 3 years and upwards), get in touch with Lorraine (086 2377 876) who may start an after-school class, depend-
ing on demand. 

Speaking of demand, our Mindfulness and Self Compassion class has been so popular 

that a second 6-week course is beginning on Wednesday 1
st

 May until Wednesday 5th
 June at 7pm in the Pas-

toral Centre. This course teaches us how to build inner strength, to respond compassionately to our own imper-
fections without judgment or self-blame, and to learn how to develop compassion for ourselves and others.  
Please phone Liz (087 2875412) to book your place on this next course. 

We are also taking names for a brand-new Drama Class for Children with Additional Needs. These classes would in-
volve music, acting and storytelling for children aged 5 to 12 years and will take place after school on Wednesday after-
noons. The classes will be directed by a young trained actress who is also qualified in Child 
Care and Additional Needs. Please phone Niamh on 085 1406 139 to book a place.    

And don’t forget our Monday Morning Bridge Group, 10am to 12pm in the hall. If you have some knowledge of 
bridge, then use this class to practice it in a relaxed and social atmosphere, with the ever-patient Theresa Walk-
er to advise on your next move. A nice pot of tea will be waiting for you after class. 

That’s all for now folks. Until 
we speak again, may the blessings of Easter keep you 
warm in your heart. God bless. 

Mary 
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Notre Dame School Celebration 

Reception in Pastoral Centre 



PASTORAL CENTRE— Pastoral, Community, Corporate Activities. 

Our beautiful new Pastoral Centre, located under the church, has taken on a new lease of life with our hall 

and meeting rooms now buzzing with corporate, community and pastoral activities. Feedback has been 

wonderful with users remarking how bright, spacious and modern our centre is and how lucky we are to 

have such fantastic facilities on our doorstep.  

These facilities include a large, bright hall which can seat up to 80 peo-

ple with state-of-the-art meeting equipment including a projector, screen 

and digital sound system. The hall can be made smaller by dividing it into 

two separate spaces with the use of sliding, sound-proof panels, or it can 

be made bigger by opening-up the sliding panels into the coffee dock 

area – perfect for even larger events.   

Examples of how the extended hall has been used for larger events in-

clude the hosting of some important public information gatherings organ-

ised by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, the Southside Partnership, and the Citizen’s Infor-
mation Service; our hosting of CPR training with the Irish Heart Foundation; Notre Dame’s School Fare-
well Reception;  Our Lady’s Grove Graduation Reception, Yoga retreats, bridge clubs, 6th class retreats, 
Pilates, parent-and-toddler playgroups, flower arranging workshops and our Friday Faith Youth Group 
gatherings to name but a few.  

Three further meeting rooms (the Rosemount, Finsbury and Lynwood rooms - all named after local 
residential areas) are smaller, carpeted rooms which are in regular use and have proven to be a valuable 

addition to the Pastoral Centre.  

One of them, the Finsbury Room, is a state-of-the-art Board Room which can be used as a formal 

meeting room by local companies who want to break away from the office for a day or two and embrace 

the opportunity for fresh thinking. It could also be used as a training room, again with state-of-the-art 

digital equipment in place.  

The Lynwood Room is perfect for activities such as language classes, mindfulness classes, baby mas-

sage classes, weight-loss classes, etc.  

The Rosemount room has proven an ideal space in which to hold parish and pastoral activities and is 

also a favourite for committee meetings and residential association monthly meetings.  

So please do get in touch if you would like to rent any of these spaces . 

Our Coffee Dock, is the true beating heart of the Pastoral Centre 

with a professional kitchen where wonderful volunteers serve tea 

and coffee to hundreds of people. It’s a bright and cosy area, known for its pretty tablecloths, flow-

ers, smiling faces and soft background music.  The Coffee Dock is open Monday to Friday from 

10am to 12pm and after all Masses on Sundays, so do come down and support it – you won’t get 

better value anywhere else in town!  

And finally, our Pastoral Centre is run solely by volunteers and we are keener than ever to attract 

more now that our activities are expanding.  We would greatly welcome any parishioners who would 

be interested in giving up a two-hour slot any day of the week. Training will be given, and all the qualifications you need are a smile and a 

welcoming nature. Please do get in touch and help give back to this thriving community that is Dundrum Parish.  Spread the word. Bring 

a friend. Make it happen. Just call the centre manager Mary Taylor or get in touch with any of the volunteers you may already know.  

Meantime, pop down for a nice cup of tea and get to know us better. 

Contact details for Dundrum Parish Pastoral Centre:     Email parishcentre@dundrumparish.com  Tel: 01 2986153 

FINSBURY ROOM 

LYNWOOD ROOM 

ROSEMOUNT  ROOM 

Coffee Dock 

Parish Hall  



PPC Update – April  
This month, the Parish Pastoral Council discussed the message of 

Pope Francis’ ‘Laudato si’ – on care for our common home and 

how our parish can embrace sustainability and be more environ-

mentally aware. We hope to start a new “Eco” parish group of in-

terested volunteers who can expand this area in Holy Cross and 

lead us in changing our behaviours to preserve our home for the 

next generation.  

The PPC also hopes to encourage other parishioners to get involved and offer their gifts in the many areas of volunteering 
in Holy Cross. Some of these areas include  

• Minister of Holy Communion,  

• Minister of Word  

• Funeral Ministry Team 

• Music / Altar Server /Family Mass  

• the new Eco group         Outreach program - Sowing Seeds.  

• Communications-Web/Newsletter 

• Pastoral Centre Volunteer  

Our parish is constantly changing and renewing, and our many wonderful volunteers make this possible. If 

you are interested in volunteering in Holy Cross or changing your role here please contact the Parish 

Office or Fr John.   

In order to thank and celebrate all the volunteers working hard in Holy Cross, the PPC will be holding a 

Thank You celebration this summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardening

In Holy Cross we have 142 people volunteering in various parish groups and ministries.  980 people attend 
weekend Mass and around 80 people gather for weekday 10.30am Mass.  

Our parish continues to grow with more homes being built. We welcome new 
parishioners. I hope that you experience that welcome and find our liturgies 
nourishing of your faith and occasionally challenging. 

I would like you to consider sharing some of your time and gifts in some of the areas     mentioned 
above.  I am the only full-time priest working in the parish. With the support of the Parish Pastoral 
Council, we need people to participate in existing ministries and form new groups, e.g. the Eco 
Group.  

Renewed gratitude to all our current volunteers, and a date for the diary ‘Mid-Summer Thank you 

Supper’ on Thursday 20th June 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre & Garden.— Fr. John 



CONFIRMATIONS 2019  

Prayerful Congratulations to our children from Holy Cross School (Pictured Above) and 

Our Lady’s Grove who were Confirmed on 8th March & 29th March by Monsignor 
Paul Callan. The RE Class from Taney where confirmed on Sunday 7th April during 

the 12noon Mass 

Thanks to all our teachers for 

their support and commitment, A 

special word of thanks to the 

parents involved in the You Shall 

Be My Witnesses Programme 

working with our Faith 

Development Co-Ordinator 

Annette Farrell.  

 

 

 

 

 

First Holy Communion 

Sunday 12th May 10.30am 

Our Lady’s Grove  

Sunday 19th May 10.30am 

Children from Taney Class 

Sunday 26th May 10.30am 

Holy Cross School 

NOTRE DAME Secondary School 

Celebrating 66 years of Education 

Many old friends reunited for a won-

derful Mass of Thanksgiving and Cele-

bration of school memories. Repre-
sentatives from the various decades 
were involved in the processions and 

liturgy.  

Recent graduates joined the current 
6th year choir, Sr Carmel recalled many 

happy memories of the past and the 
current school Principal Mrs Brannigan 
gave a wonderful reflection on how the 

spirit and teaching of Notre Dame 
school lives on.  Thanks to the volun-

teers in the pastoral centre who host-
ed a welcoming gathering where peo-
ple had the opportunity to reconnect.  

NEW MOSAIC for MEDITATION GARDEN 

One of the 6th Year students in Notre Dame, had the wonderful 
idea of having a permanent place of prayer that will keep the 
memory of Notre Dame 
School alive in the church 

associated with the faith 

life of the school.   

In discussion with Fr John, the school community 

are funding the external Mosaic, which will be lo-

cated on the feature wall in the 

Meditation garden. The mosaic 
will be designed by Laura O’Hagan who created the beautiful jubilee 
Mosaic in 2000.  The yearly lighting of the Easter Paschal Fire in this 

area will inspire the design. The intention is for the Mosaic to be un-

veiled after the graduation Mass on Thursday 23rd May. 



A N  E C O  PA R I S H  
 

In his Encyclical - Laudato si’ – literally ‘Praise be to 

you’ Pope Francis asks ‘What kind of world do we 

want to leave to those who come after us’? 

The Encyclical proposes an integral ecology, which 

clearly respects it’s human and social dimensions.  

Several main themes are addressed from a variety of different perspectives.— 

• The intimate relationship between the poor and the fragility of the Planet 

• The conviction that everything in the world is connected 

• The value proper to each creature 

• The human meaning of ecology 

• The need for forthright and honest debate 

• The ‘throwaway culture’ and the proposal of a new lifestyle. 

Climate change is a Global problem with very serious implications - environmental, social, economic and political.   Climate change rep-

resents the principal challenge facing humanity today.   The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all.   The story of 

creation suggests that human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with God, with our neighbour 

and with the Earth itself.   Every act of cruelty towards any creature is ‘contrary to human dignity’. 

In the face of climate change the responsibilities of the developed countries are greater.  

In the coming weeks we will give brief 

snapshots of aspects of ecologically 

friendly behavior geared to the preser-

vation of our planet. 
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FUELLING YOUR MIND 

WITH POSITIVE 

THOUGHTS
Price:

€14.99
+ €3 (P&P)

01 687 4096 | sales@columba.ie
www.currachabooks.com

All royalties 
are being donated to 
Epilepsy Ireland.

The future is pro-life
 Fighting to restore a culture of life

Ireland

SATURDAY 25TH MAY, 2019
VENUE: THE ALEX, 41-47 FENIAN STREET, DUBLIN 2

TIME: 9.30 AM – 4 PM

Proudly 
sponsored by:

Solutions for 
tomorrow’s parish,

TODAY
Free full-colour, weekly newsletter

Connecting the parish and local businesses

Online Hub with engaging content 

Grace

Communications

Design services

Website design & hosting

Social media & 
communications training 

ALSO AVAILABLE

Contact us at info@gracecommunications.ie

Price:

€19.99 

+€4.50

(P&P)

John Waters diagnoses 

modern Ireland

www.currachbooks .com

Please make a 

little room in your 

will for people 

who are homeless

Contact our Fundraising

Department in strictest

confidence

T: 01 8815 900 | E: info@focusireland.ie

www.focusireland.ie

COME DANCING DUBLIN AND ZUMBA FITNESS 

COURSES DUNDRUM! 

Taney Parish Centre, Taney Rd. | To register, simply arrive 20 minutes early! 

All starting Tuesday April 30th. Beginners Level Come 
Dancing Dublin: 8pm. Improvers Level Come 
Dancing Dublin: 9pm.  Zumba Fitness: 7pm.

6 Weeks - €65.

Ph: 01-8273040 | Email: info@justdance.ie | Web: www.justdance.ie

&
LIVING LIFE FULLY

GROWING BOLD

01 687 4096 | sales@columba.ie
www.currachabooks.com

Love Life presents the positive 
side to getting older and offers 

practical advice on how to make 
retirement an enjoyable time.

PRICE: €12.99 +€3 (P&P)

If you would like to advertise in the church newsletter
Please call  01 687 4028

or email info@gracecommunications.ie

Haven Pharmacy Farmers Dundrum,
56 Main Street, Dundrum, D14

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-6pm

Tel: (01) 2987337 | Fax: (01) 2988042


