
 

WEEK OF MARCH 31ST  

  A t  th e  h e a r t  o f  Dundrum  

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS  
 

First reading Joshua 5:9-12  

All transition is difficult, eliciting choice 
and change. The entry into the land 
marked a major transition from nomadic 
to settled living.  
 

Second reading 2 Corinthians 5:17-21  

Our reading today balances nicely be-
tween the first reading and the Gospel. 
Like the first reading, new realities call 
for new practices. Like the Gospel, rec-
onciliation stands at the centre of 
Christ’s mission and ours.  
Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11-32  

See if you can listen in a fresh way to 
this great parable by noticing that the 
story is unresolved at the end and by 
asking yourself why Luke leaves it open 
ended like that.  
 

Thought for the day:         

Both sons have misconstrued the rela-
tionship with their father. The older son 
wants to relate on a basis of servile 
loyalty (allegorically, the Law). The 
younger son, on his return, wishes to 
relate on the basis of confession of sin 
and desires to be treated as a slave. The 
father rejects both projections. Servile 
loyalty and guilt are not unknown in the 
Christian tradition!   

 

Laetare—Joyful Sunday 

The Elder Son 

Sometimes we can be so familiar with a Gospel passage we 
tend to switch off after the first few sentences. That would be 
a shame, especially when the Gospel is one of the great block-
buster parables. The real challenge in today’s Gospel is what 
happens after the lost son returns. The elder brother has 
‘worked like a slave’ all those years and is understandably 
upset. The Father’s welcome of the younger son would have 
been considered extremely foolish by those listening to this 
story. However, the Father makes it clear that his outreach to 
the younger brother will not change his love for the older 
brother. It will cost the elder brother nothing to reach out. 
We have nothing to lose in welcoming home the lost. 

     Today, we can try to place ourselves somewhere in this narrative: where do you stand? This 
Gospel shows us that God returns the lost to the community, regardless of the boundaries that 
we might put in place. Jesus teaches us a lesson in radical hospitality. No matter how far we wan-
der from home, God is still a loving God. The elder brother has a choice: to come to the party or 
to sulk in the corner. Luke, excellent story-teller that he is, leaves the reader to decide the out-
come. 

‘God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the creatures 
of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who possess 
power … that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world 
in which we live’ (Pope Francis, Laudato Si, 246) 
        Jane Mellat Courtesy of Intercom 

PARISH OFFICE 

Monday - Friday: 9.30am —1.30 pm 

Tel: 01-2983494 

Email: dundrumparish@gmail.com 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Fr John Bracken Co-PP (Dundrum) 

Fr Liam Belton Moderator (Ballinteer/Meadowbrook) 
Deacon Gabriel Corcoran 

Faith Development Co-Ordinator; Annette Farrell  
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Chairperson of Parish Pastoral Council  
Lorna Radcliffe 

PASTORAL CENTRE 
 

Coffee Dock Open: After Sunday Masses 

Weekdays from 10 am– 12 noon 

Centre Manager: Mary Taylor 
For Info & booking Enquiries 

Email: parishcen-

tre@dundrumparish.com 

Tel:  01-2986153 

 

 

PARISH GROUPING 

Mass Times 

Dundrum:  Mon – Fri: 10.30 am 

Saturday: 6 pm 

Sunday: 9 am, 10.30 am, 12 noon 

Ballinteer: 

Mon—Fri: 9.30  am , Saturday 6.pm 

Sunday: 9.30 am (Irish), 11 am, 12.30 pm 

Meadowbrook: St Attracta’s Oratory 

Mon—Sat. 10.00 am  
Sunday: 10 am, 11.30 am 
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SOWING SEEDS  
A parish outreach programme of  
Holy Cross Parish for the care & 
education of children in Haiti & 
Nigeria.  
Last weekend’s church gate col-
lection raised €2131. A big thank 
you for your support.  
A word of thanks to the TY Students 
from Jesus & Mary College, Goats-
town who helped with the collection. 

Parish House — Emmaus 

Fr Kieran has recently left  the 
Parish  house.  Fr John has 
now moved in from Meadow-
brook. Wishing him all the 
best in his new home. 
New Phone  Number               
01-2962274 



Saturday March 30th 
 

6.00pm   Linda Thompson (3rd A) 

  Veronica Johnstone (RD) 
 

Sunday March 31st 
 

9.00 am Mary Pierce (A) 

  Michael O’Connor (A) 

  Elizabeth & John Whelan 

  Eamon Matthews (RD) 
 

10.30 am  Leo McKernan (A) 

  Barry Heuston (RD) 

  Dermot Coffey (34th A) 
  William Gerard Tormey (RD) 
 

 

 

12.00 noon  Mariah & Michael Fanning (A) 

  Maeve Larkin (A) 

  Breeda Melly (A) 

  Seamus Kiely (1st A) 
 

 

Recently Deceased : Rose O’Doherty, John McCarthy, Bill O’Connor 

 

We sympathise with the families of  Ailbhe Donohoe and Maireád 
Gerrard whose funeral masses took place in Holy Cross this past 
week. 
  

Mass Intentions can be requested by contacting or by visiting 
the Parish office and at the weekends, the Sacristy. 

 

Confession is available 

in the Church every  

Saturday evening at 

5.40pm or on request. 

FRIDAY 7.30pm 

THE PASTORAL AREA PILGRIMAGE TO POLAND 

Accompanied by Spiritual Director  FRIDAY 6
th

 September – 5 nights 

4* Hotel Justyna [Half Board] 
Includes guided tour of Krakow, visit to the Divine Mercy Shrine, Auschwitz, Saltmines, 
Czestochowa, and birthplace of Saint John Paul II 
Price €829 pps  

For further Information contact: 

Ann Forde             086 085 9725   Bridget Conneely  087 123 9166 

Why Not Study for an MA in Applied Spirituality?                       Spir-

itual Autobiography; Personal Spiritual Accompaniment; Contemporary Spiritual Writ-

ers; Spirituality, Social Concern and Gender; Contemplative Psychology.......This unique 
programme takes place at Milltown Park, Sandford Road, Ranelagh, Dublin 6.  Places 

are limited and applications for 2019-20 are now being received. It brings the re-
sources of spirituality to bear on issues about the meaning of life that come up at 
work, at home, in relationships, in life-transitions, and in concerns regarding personal, 
societal, and planetary wellbeing. See www.spiritualityinstitute.ie for further infor-
mation or contact Dr Michael O’Sullivan, SJ at mosullivan@spiritualityinstitute.ie   

Mindfully Waiting for Easter 
In out of the way places of the heart 

Where your thoughts never think to wander 

This beginning has been quietly forming 

Waiting until you were ready to emerge…. – John O’Donohue 
Mindfully waiting for Easter: Spring time and Easter are a 
time for rejuvenation, rebirth and new life. It is a time for 
the unfurling of fresh shoots of inspiration and a time when 

the seeds of ideas, that have lain dormant over the dark months of winter, start to break 
through their hard shells, moving towards fruition.  What seeds have you been nurturing? 
What beginning has been quietly forming? 
Join us at the Sanctuary  (www.sanctuary.ie) on Saturday the 6th of April for a mindful 
moment of practice as we wait for Easter. During this morning of practice, we will explore 
through meditation and reflection what it might be like to quietly emerge. 

Saturday morning on April 6th  2019   10:00am- 13:00pm  

Lent 2019 Kilmacud Parish:  Come along for our series of talks with Fr. Michael 
Screene MSC during lent in our Parish office meeting rooms at 7.30pm               
On Wednesday 3

rd
 April our talk will be on Vatican II -  Fire, Inspiration and Christian 

energy in many practical ways.  We will look at healthy changes emerging especially 
in the four major documents and where they are leading us.  
On Wednesday, 10th

 April we will look at a piece by Seamus  Heaney - Where Hope 
and History Rhyme. - This lecture will gather signs of hope and also directions emerg-
ing for our parishes and church in general.  All welcome. 

The Pastoral Area bus will leave from 

Meadowbrook and will cost €20, You can 

register in the Sacristy / Parish Office. 
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Join me for a special Marlay Park walk for Fr Tony Coote and 

Motor Neurone Disease, 6
th

 April 

I would like to invite you to join me for a 

special walk to raise funds for the Irish 

Motor Neurone Disease Association 
(IMNDA) at 9.30am on Saturday, 

6
th

 April in Marlay Park. 

Following his diagnosis with Motor Neu-

rone Disease last year, Fr Tony set about 

walking the length of Ireland to raise 

money for the IMNDA, as part of a fundraiser entitled “Walk While 

You Can”. You can learn more about this initiative here: http://
wwyc.ie/ 

Walk While You Can is now so close to reaching its fundrais-

ing target, hopefully this walk will help them cross the line. IMNDA 

is a charity which raises money and awareness for those who suffer 
from Motor Neurone Disease, helping them adapt their lives after 
being diagnosed with the neurodegenerative disease. We will also 
have special IMNDA t-shirts on the day to help raise awareness. 

The 5km walk will follow the route of the regular Marlay parkrun, 

meeting at the back of the park on the path between the lower 
college road car park and the children's playground. No registration 
necessary! 

Donations can be made in advance to Walk While You Can 
at: https://www.idonate.ie/fundraiser/11368954_walk-while-you-

can.html 

A Mother's Day Prayer 
 

I thank you, God Creator of us all,  
for my mother. 

 
I thank you that she gave me life, nurtured me 
and taught me how to love. I thank you for the 

joy she is (was) in my life. 
 

Bless her with the graces she needs and which 
you want to give her today. Help her to feel pre-
cious in your eyes today and to know that I love 

her. Give her strength and courage,  
compassion and peace. 

 
Bless her this day with your love. 

NOTRE DAME SCHOOL, CHURCHTOWN 

Celebrating 66 years of Education 

On behalf of the school we invite past pupils, 

staff & all who       were associated with the 
school over the years to a 

T H A N K S G I V I N G  

M A S S  

on  Thursday 11
th

 April at 

7.30pm 

In  Holy Cross Church, Dundrum, 

RSVP to secretary@notredame.ie  

by Thursday 4th
 April 

Society of Saint Vincent de 

Paul - Vincent's Dundrum 

and Ballinteer Shops: Vol-

unteers Needed 

Society of Saint Vincent de 

Paul, East Region is opening a 

new Vincent's Shop in Ballin-

teer, Unit 5a Ballinteer Business 

Park . Volunteers are welcome to work in both Vincent's Dun-

drum and Ballinteer shops.   Please contact Fiona fio-
nafoley.east@svp.ie  or call on 01 2981007 

Parish Child Safeguarding & Protection 

The Child Safeguarding and Protection Service in Dublin Diocese 
promotes the safe care of children and vulnerable adults in-

volved in Church activities throughout the Archdiocese. In 
www.csps.dublindioces.ie  

Dundrum Parish (Church & Pastoral Centre) we are privileged to 

have over 200 volunteers and in order to protect them and 
those in their care, we must continue to follow the best practice 
guidelines from the diocese.  We will continue to work with 
group leaders to implement the safeguarding guidelines.  

The Diocesan Safeguarding Service has also asked all parishes to 

complete an audit by 31st
 March 2019.  

In recent months all volunteers have been invited to renew 

their Garda vetting. We thank all who have completed this pro-
cess. 

Awareness training in safeguarding is needed                                              
for all parish volunteers.  

We will hold a choice of information sessions in                                           
the parish for all parish volunteers.  

TUESDAY 16TH APRIL 

PARISH VOLUNTEERS SAFEGUARDING MEETING 

Attend EITHER — Morning 11.15am  or Evening 7.30pm  

Well done to everyone for working to ensure that our parish     

remains a welcoming and safe space.  

Please send any queries to the parish office. 



Escorted Walking Pilgrimage

Camino
de Santiago
in the Spirit of St James

Camino
de Santiago
in the Spirit of St James

Sarria to Santiago
�e Last  100km

7 NIGHTS 

FROM DUBLIN

27 May
- 3 June

 
Marian Pilgrimages is a fully licensed and

bonded tour operator TO142 - ATOL 10206

To reserve your place: 

Call Dublin (01) 878 8159 

or Belfast (028) 95680005 

or email info@marian.ie

€895per person
sharing

Price:

FUELLING YOUR MIND 

WITH POSITIVE 

THOUGHTS
Price:

€14.99
+ €3 (P&P)

01 687 4096 | sales@columba.ie
www.currachabooks.com

All royalties 
are being donated to 
Epilepsy Ireland.

The future is pro-life
 Fighting to restore a culture of life

Ireland

SATURDAY 25TH MAY, 2019
VENUE: THE ALEX, 41-47 FENIAN STREET, DUBLIN 2

TIME: 9.30 AM – 4 PM

Proudly 
sponsored by:

Solutions for 
tomorrow’s parish,

TODAY
Free full-colour, weekly newsletter

Connecting the parish and local businesses

Online Hub with engaging content 

Grace

Communications

Design services

Website design & hosting

Social media & 
communications training 

ALSO AVAILABLE

Contact us at info@gracecommunications.ie

Price:

€19.99 

+€4.50

(P&P)

John Waters diagnoses 

modern Ireland

www.currachbooks .com

Please make a 

little room in your 

will for people 

who are homeless

Contact our Fundraising

Department in strictest

confidence

T: 01 8815 900 | E: info@focusireland.ie

www.focusireland.ie

WWW.COLUMBABOOKS.COM

Following the

Pink Ribbon Path
Mary Redmond Ussher

Price: €14.99 + €3 P&P
Healing

and Hope

Discover
the Path

for

&
LIVING LIFE FULLY

GROWING BOLD

01 687 4096 | sales@columba.ie
www.currachabooks.com

Love Life presents the positive 
side to getting older and offers 

practical advice on how to make 
retirement an enjoyable time.

PRICE: €12.99 +€3 (P&P)

If you would like to advertise in the church newsletter
Please call  01 687 4028

or email info@gracecommunications.ie

Haven Pharmacy Farmers Dundrum,
56 Main Street, Dundrum, D14

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-6pm

Tel: (01) 2987337 | Fax: (01) 2988042


