
 

THIRD & FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 2018  
 

Sunday Readings 16th Dec. 

First Reading Zephaniah 3:14-18 

Happiness is a wonderful thing. Happi-

ness in believing is also wonderful and 

today’s reading describes why faith 

and being joyful go together. 

Second Reading Philippians 4:4-7 

This short reading is remarkable. Paul 

is now an old man, under house arrest 

and facing probable death. So how 

does he  feel? Let him tell you himself 

Gospel   Luke3:10-18 

People around John the Baptist were 
on the lookout for signs of God’s pres-

ence. They also wondered how to 

prepare...not a bad question to ask 
oneself before Christmas. 
 

Thought for the day  - 23rd Dec 

Even in its resolutely secular form, the 

Christmas celebration has positive 
sides to it. People to try very hard to 

get together with close family and 

friends. It might help to reflect in ad-
vance on this seasonal intensity of 

encounter. What do I hope for? What 

do I bring? How can I/we be so that 

we are not simply in the same physi-

cal space but truly meet each other 

and are the better for it? There should 
be some leap of joy, so that at the end 

of the festivities, we are glad we made 
the effort.  
Prayer God of all loving, bless all our 

encounters this Christmas. Help us to 

be both kind and joyful, so that all 

whom we meet will be the better for 
it. Inspire us to know when a word of 

witness will lift the celebration and 
enable family and friends to get to the 

heart of it all.  

 

THE DEEP END: The reason for  the season  
In his encyclical Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), Pope Francis issues a 
warning that might resonate with us as we continue our Advent journey. Caught up in 
consumerism, he says, it is easy for us to forget what is truly important: 

‘The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the deso-
lation and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of 
frivolous pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our interior life becomes 
caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no 
place for the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no 
longer felt, and the desire to do good fades.’ 

In the lead-up to Christmas we often get 
caught up in a flurry of ‘interests and con-
cerns’. True, much of the joy of Christmas 
comes from giving to others, but there is so 
much focus on material goods and spending 
money that it can be difficult to remember the 
good news at the heart of the       season. It is 
so easy to become distracted by the bright 
lights and advertising. 

     This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday – Gau-
dete means ‘Rejoice’. It’s the perfect time to 
recapture some of the ‘quiet joy’ that Pope 
Francis talks about. ‘The joy of the gospel fills 
the hearts and lives of all who encounter Je-
sus,’ he reminds us. It is this personal encoun-
ter with   v Jesus that we celebrate at       
Christmas, God becoming man, the Good 
News announced by John the Baptist in to-
day’s Gospel. This is the reason for our joy – 
the           reason for the season. 

Tríona Doherty Courtesy of Intercom Dec 18 

PARISH OFFICE    PASTORAL CENTRE    PARISH GROUPING 

Mon—Fri: 9.30—1.30 pm    Coffee Dock Open After Sunday Masses  Dundrum 

Tel: 01 2983494     Weekdays from 10 am– 12 noon   Mon – Fri  10.30 am 

Email: dundrumparish@gmail.com  For booking Enquiries:    Saturday: 6 pm    

Website: www.dundrumparish.com  Email: parishcentre@dundrumparish.com Sunday: 9 am, 10.30 am, 12 noon 

Facebook: ‘Dundrum Parish’   Tel:01-2986153     Ballinteer: 

Fr John Bracken Co-PP (Dundrum)   Mary Taylor Centre Manager    Mon—Fri: 9.30  am , Saturday 6.pm 

Fr Liam Belton Moderator (Ballinteer/Meadowbrook)        Sunday: 9.30 am (Irish), 11 am, 12.30 pm 

Deacon Gabriel Corcoran           Meadowbrook: St Attracta’s Oratory 

              Weekdays 10.00  am 

              Sunday: 10.am, 11.30 am 

Children’s Christmas Day  Mass Drama 

Rehearsal  - Friday 21st December 2.30pm 

Holy Cross Church — All Welcome 

Parish Office 

Will be closed for 

Christmas Holidays from Friday 
21st Dec until  Wednesday 2nd 

January. 



Saturday December 15th 
 
6.00 pm  Patricia McCarthy (23rd A) 

  Sheila & Christy Maloney (A) 

  Deceased members of the  

  Rosingrave Family 

  Special Intention 
 

Sunday December 16th 

9.00 am Lenihan & Wickham Family (A) 

  Gregory Scully (A) 

  Thomas Morris (A) 

  Julia Robinson (A) 
 

 

10.30 am  Mary Carty & Ann Rigney (A) 

  John Carass (RD), Greta Stewart (RD),  

  Jawad Saoud (RD), Patrick Brennan (RD), 

  Norbert Smith (RD) 

  Tom Walsh (1st A)   
 

 

12.00 noon  Donal Nevin (6th A) 

  Jim & Kathleen Butler & son-in-law Oak-I (A)

  Nano Rochford & Bridge McGettrick (A) 
  Pat O’Brien (A)   
  

Recently Deceased : Anne Manning,Teresa Doyle,                  

       Frank Rowley,Clare Keaney 
 

Anniversaries  :   Jim Maguire (1st A), Peter Brill (A) 

 
 

We sympathise with the families of the late George Mason 

and Frank Rowley whose funeral masses took place in Holy 

Cross this past week. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - 

 

Saturday December 22nd 
 

6.00 pm  Nora Nolan( A) 

  Noreen (1st A) & John Joe Holland (12thA) 

  Charles, Kathleen & Norbert Smith (A) 

  Bridie Hanlon (Sp Intention) 
 

Sunday December 23rd  

9.00 am Finola O’Sullivan 

  Special Intention—Christmas 

  Frank Rowley 

                       Special Intention—Christmas                                                 

 

10.30 am  John & Jane Ryan (A) 

  Elizabeth Myler (A) 

  Special Intention—Christmas 

  John Lynam (RD) 

  

12.00 noon  Brendan Marry (A) 

  Maitiú Harris (20th A) 
  Special Intention 

  Special Christmas Intentions x 3  
  
  

Recently Deceased:  Frank Rowley, Brendan O’Connor, Vincent 

         Flannery 
 

Anniversaries  :       Patricia McCarthy (A) 

 

We sympathise with the family of the late John Lynam  whose 

funeral mass will take place this week in Holy Cross. 

 

Mass Intentions can be requested by contacting or visiting the 
Parish Office and at the weekend the Sacristy. 
 
 

No 10.30am Mass on Christmas Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

The Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul would like to thank the  

parishioners of Holy Cross for 
their generosity at our           

collection last weekend.        

The amount collected was 
€20,563.55.   

We wish you all a very         
Peaceful Christmas                  

and Happy New Year  

 

A NEWGRANGE  OF THE HEART 

It is a wonder in every age that no matter what is 
done to smash the human spirit, to kill its faith, to 

deny its truth, life begins to push up through the 

soil again. I saw this in a beautiful way while work-
ing in Russia. All the savage resources of the state 

were used to poison faith and promote a godless 

atheism. The shock was for the authorities that 
when they evaluated their efforts, they found faith 
very much alive. 

Long before humans used their resources to choke 

the inner faith of people, our ancestors saw the power and beauty of their 

world, its seasons, its dying and rising, and they responded by offering homage 
without understanding much of its meaning, as if to an unknown god. They 

knew they needed the sun. They knew if the vanishing sun in winter did not 

turn round, they had no hope. Their genius and their hope built the amazing 

Newgrange Tomb to proclaim hope even when all was at its winter depths. 

Christmas is celebrated by the followers of Jesus at the same winter darkness. 

They saw the Saviour who had appeared among them as a Light for the world, a 

fellow-human being who had shared their journey, even to death but who had 

been raised to new and glorious life eternal. “That life was the Light of people”. 
The resurgent Sun of mid-winter symbolised Him. The Light that lights up New-
grange is only a shadow of the Light that now shines for all of us and shines in 

the world through each of us. 

For many reasons, many people will find themselves in the 
dark this winter. It may be because of death or illness, 

homelessness or domestic violence. Or the sheer poverty of 
no faith.  The Light and Life they so badly need may not be 

visible. Yet, the ways of God are that we become God’s 

light for each other. He will not leave us in the dark.  “You, 

YOU, are the Light of the world. Let your Light shine so oth-
ers may see”. 
Fr Micheal Screene 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 

THE DEEP END: Reaching out 

Have you ever wondered why Mary 
travelled to visit Elizabeth? At first it is 
the excitement that comes through. 
Caught up in her wonderment at being 
pregnant and the news that her cousin 
is also expecting, Mary hurries off as 
quickly as she can. Perhaps the jour-
ney gives her time to reflect on every-
thing that is happening. The precious 
moment when Elizabeth greets her is 
a lovely glimpse of the close friend-
ship between the two women. 

     We know that Elizabeth is ad-
vanced in years, and that she and her 
husband Zechariah had not expected 
to ever have a child. After this en-
counter, we are told that Mary stays 
on with Elizabeth for three months; as 
a younger woman, it is fair to assume 
that she is there to help and support 
her cousin. 

     Pope Francis has described the 
visit as a lesson in service and joy, as 
well as demonstrating great courage. 
‘Being of service and reaching out to 
others both require going out from 
themselves: going out to serve and 
meet others, to embrace another per-
son. Through Mary’s service towards 
others, through that encounter, our 
Lord’s promise is renewed and makes 
it happen now, just as it did then.’ 

     With just two days to go until 
Christmas it is a busy time. But it is 
also a time that offers many opportu-
nities to reach out, whether it is to 
build bridges with family members, 
offer our time to someone who is lone-
ly, or support a friend or neighbour 
who finds this time of year difficult. 
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