
 

WEEK OF 2ND DECEMBERER 2018  
 

SUNDAY READINGS: Introduction 

Jeremiah 33:14-16  

Our first reading today was written at a 
time of tremendous difficulty, not unlike 
our own. Nevertheless, Jeremiah offers 
a vision of hope which points us towards 
Christmas and the birth of Jesus.  
 

1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2  
Although short, this first reading offers 
not only a prayer but also some advice 
on how to live. Like ourselves, the peo-
ple in Thessalonica were wondering 
about living as believers in a hostile 
world.  
 

Gospel Luke 21:25-28, 34-36               

Gospels readings which talk about the 
end of the world can be disconcerting 
to us. What are we to make of them? 
The real purpose of such warnings lies 
in the second part of the Gospel: if 
this is how things are, how should we 
now live?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEEP END:  Be prepared …  
Have you ever heard the story of the ant and the grasshopper? 
It tells the tale of a grasshopper who has spent the summer 
singing and so is not prepared when winter comes, whereas the 
ant has been working hard all summer and has stored up 
enough food for winter. Like many of Aesop’s Fables, it has a stark moral lesson, in this 
case about the virtue of hard work and being prepared for the future. 

     Of course, Advent is about looking forward to Christmas and our celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. It is a special time of preparation to welcome him anew into our lives. But 
today’s readings remind us that Advent is also about looking ahead to another time, the 
second and final coming of Jesus at the end of time. ‘Advent’ comes from the Latin word 
adventus, meaning ‘coming’. 
     The problem, of course, is that we have no idea when this will happen. Unlike the ant 
and the grasshopper, we have no way of knowing when the seasons will change. We 
don’t even know when the sun will set on our own individual lives. All we can do is to be 
prepared and to ‘stay awake’ – to live now in such a way that when we meet Jesus, we will 
be ready. This readiness is less a practical skill than a condition, or a way of life. Look at 
how St Paul describes it: he talks about increasing our love for one another, and continu-
ally making progress in living the life that God wants. That is how we store up treasures 
here on earth to make sure we are ready for the heavenly things to come    
                   Courtesy of Intercom 

Christmas Craft Market                                

Open until 5pm! 

Please Support our Fundraiser & our Crafters 

PARISH OFFICE    PASTORAL CENTRE    PARISH GROUPING 

Mon—Fri: 9.30—1.30 pm    Coffee Dock Open After Sunday Masses  Dundrum 

Tel: 01 2983494     Weekdays from 10 am– 12 noon   Mon – Fri  10.30 am 

Email: dundrumparish@gmail.com  For booking Enquiries:    Saturday: 6 pm    

Website: www.dundrumparish.com  Email: parishcentre@dundrumparish.com Sunday: 9 am, 10.30 am, 12 noon 

Facebook: ‘Dundrum Parish’   Tel:01-2986153     Ballinteer: 
Fr John Bracken Co-PP (Dundrum)   Mary Taylor Centre Manager    Mon—Fri: 9.30  am , Saturday 6.pm 

Fr Liam Belton Moderator (Ballinteer/Meadowbrook)        Sunday: 9.30 am (Irish), 11 am, 12.30 pm 

Deacon Gabriel Corcoran           Meadowbrook: St Attracta’s Oratory 

              Weekdays 10.00  am 

              Sunday: 10.am, 11.30 am 

CROSSCARE                               
FOOD APPEAL WEEKEND 

ADVENT CONCERT 

Featuring  

Patrice & Niamh 

Organ, Song, Reflection 

Sunday 2nd 

3.30—4.30pm 

All Welcome  

Local Religious Art 
 

Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Centre 
 

Be led into the Advent      
Season through selected 
local artworks; the artists 

and their religious context.  
Reflections led by Orla Ryan 



Saturday December 1st 
 
6.00pm   Months Mind &  

  First Anniversaries 
 

Sunday December 2nd  

9.00 am Peter Kelly (A) 

  Andy Johnston (6th A) 

  Lenihan & Wickham Families 

  Marie & Maurice Downey (A) 
 

10.30 am  Jim & Nora Fitzgerald (A) 

  Patsy Walsh (MM) 

  Chrissie O’Sullivan (A) 

  John Coolahan (SI) 

  Dennis Mannion (A) 
 
 

12.00 noon  Michael Brett (A) 
  Gerard Hickey (Jnr). & Gerard Hickey (Snr.) (A)

  Patrick & Nora Noonan (A)  
  
 

Recently Deceased : Paddy Brett, Jim Beagan, Irene McKenna, 
        Peggy McGarrigle 
 

Anniversaries  :   Mary, Brian & Noirin Kiernan & their parents 
                 Christopher & Mona Kiernan (A)          
 

 

Mass Intentions can be requested by contacting or by visiting  
the Parish Office and at the weekends, the Sacristy. 

 

Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land:  
 14

th – 22nd
 

March  
Walk in the  

footsteps  
of Jesus 

 
 

INFORMATION EVENING  

WEDNESDAY  

12TH DECEMBER  

8PM  

PASTORAL CENTRE 
 

PERHAPS YOU ARE 

 INTERESTED AND WOULD 

LIKE TO  KNOW MORE … 

ALL WELCOME 

SLIDES & INFO  
Q & A 

 

MAP TRAVEL  Tel: 01-8783111    

E-mail: patricia@maptravel.ie   
www.maptravel.ie 

 

 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
 

 

 
      Thursday 6th Dec. 7.30pm 

‘Local Religious Art’ 
 

         Thursday 13th Dec. 7.30pm 
‘GIVE ME HOPE’ Fr Michael Screene 

 

Dundrum Pastoral Centre 

  

Monthly Discussion Group 
organised by the Legion of 

Mary 
Topic 

ADVENT; THE Reason For 

The Season 
 

Thursday  
13th December at 7.30pm 

 
Notre Dame  

Convent 
All are Welcome 

Remember your 

loved ones this 

Christmas at the 

annual remem-

brance ceremony 

Light up a 
life  taking place in 

Our Lady’s Hospice & Care Services. 
Sunday 2

nd
 December  

in Harold’s Cross at 3.45pm. 
 

Special Guest: Jim Gavin  
www.lightupalife.ie 
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Online ADVENT CALENDAR 

OPEN A DAILY DOOR  

Of Reflection/Insight/Prayer 
 

 

www.catholicbishops.ie  



ADVENT HOPE  
It is the best of times and the worst of 

times. We appear healthy, wealthy, well-

travelled, well fed, well educated. All looks 

so good and yet we may feel well less than 

happy. We have seen our security shat-

tered a short time ago. Many feel empty 

and bored. We suffer from “speed fatigue”. 
We may suspect that our culture sabotag-

es our faith. We squirm at the frequency of 

suicide. We are appalled that we cannot house our people. We exhaust 

ourselves trying to avoid our world pain. 
 

In that experience of the best and worst we have Advent. Advent is a 

dream-season, an adventure of faith and imagination. It is not an escape 

from reality – rather an escape to reality. Advent plants our feet on the 

earth. Here the Word becomes flesh. We now become God’s address.  
 

It is a pity that we turn the Christmas story 

into the Baby-Jesus story. Of course we 

have to remember our history. But for Chris-

tians, Advent and Christmas are about the 

Adult Jesus. In fact, they are about the Risen 

Christ.  Advent is really about Easter, about 

God’s break-through in saving our world. 

History has now become mystery. The mys-

tery of dying and rising up in new life and 

energy is continuing to happen in all of us. 

Our world, in all its brokenness and disap-

pointment, calls out for divine help. Our 

broken beauty needs a new design. The fer-

tility of failure makes massive possibilities, 

whether in Bethlehem or in any of our 

streets or home. It is the ship-wrecked who have a right to be at the sta-

ble. The gospel is for the desperate, not for the pious. 
 

Will you be a person of hope and energy this Advent and Christmas? Will 

you let the living Christ people your imagination with hope? Will you let 

the dreams of Isaiah call you to new fire? Will you let the seriousness of 

John the Baptist challenge you to wake up to social responsibility? Will 

you let Mary and Joseph invite you to ask what would make your home 

dance with joy and peace and provide a real space for everyone to be 

blessed and contribute to each other’s happiness. AND, will we notice a 

couple knocking at the door and wanting a word or a meal?  You might 

even guess who they are. People have entertained angels.    

                   Fr Michael Screene MSC 

In these Advent days,  

what are you hoping for? 

(My Poem of Advent—JB 
 

B l e s s i n g  o f  H o p e  
So may we know  

the hope 

that is not just 

for someday 

but for this day –  

here,  

now, 

in this moment  

that opens to us:  

hope not made 

of wishes 

but of substance,  

hope made  

of sinew  

and muscle 

and bone,  

hope that has breath  

and a beating heart,  

hope that will not  

keep quiet 

and be polite,  

hope that knows  

how to holler  

when it is called for,  

hope that knows  

how to sing  

when there seems  

little cause,  

hope that raises  

us from the dead –  

not someday 

but this day,  

every day,  

again and  

again and 

again. 

 © Jan Richardson.  

S T  V I N C E N T  D E  PA U L   

 

 

 

 

R E P L A C E S   

S H A R E  C O L L E C T I O N   

N E X T  W E E K E N D  



Your Daily Mass and Prayer Companion

� Daily Prayers � Mass Readings � Meditations 

� Religious Art Commentaries 

� Thoughtful Essays

Yearly 
Subscription

€49
13 Editions magnificat@irishcatholic.ie      01 6874024M A

Perfect for 
individual use or as a 

framework for group prayer.

a gift for your loved ones

(01) 878 8159   |  (028) 956 80005  |  info@marian.ie
W W W . M A R I A N . I E

Group Pilgrimage Specialists 

Fully licensed and bonded tour operator TO142

Order before December 18th & receive a gi� pack by 
post with an Olive wood Christmas gi� handcra�ed 

and blessed in Bethlehem

Holy Land - Medjugorje - Lourdes - Fatima - Shrines of Italy - Camino de Santiago

€19.99

PRICE

INCLUDING P&P

A complete, up-to-date guide for all 

Catholic parishes in the 32 counties

PARISH DIRECTORY 2019

+ 353 (1) 687 4096A

sales@columba.ieM

www.columbabooks.com

PRE-

ORDER

NOW

Dublin City 
Foot Clinic 
Chiropodist

Phone: 01 902 3710 | 085 151 5782
HSE Cards Accepted

Level 4, Dundrum
Shopping Centre

You can support the work of the 

Society for the Propagation of the 

Faith (POF) in a number of ways:

Prayer

Leaving a gift in your Will

Regular donations

Mass stipends

Web www.wmi.ie

Tel +353 1 4972035 

If you would like to advertise in the church newsletter
Please call 01 687 4094

or email info@gracecommunications.ie

EMMAUS RETREAT CENTRE
SWORDS / CO. DUBLIN

Booking through our website

SPEAKERS INCLUDE 

JOHN BRUTON

FORMER TAOISEACH

 

CONFERENCE OPEN

TO ALL INTERESTED

HEALTHCARE 

PROFESSIONALS

6 CPD POINTS

AWARDED BY THE ICGP

ICDLN
IRISH CATHOLIC DOCTORS LEARNING NETWORKicdln.ie

Saturday
8 December ’18
08.45–16.30

ICDLN
4th Annual
Conference

“

INFORMED
BY FAITH

  Ethics &
 Professionalism

”


