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CONTACT CELEBRATION – CEILIÚRADH WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
News, articles, comments, suggestions, tell us about things to Celebrate

Celebration Email: celebrationmagazine@gmail.com
Cover: Sketch of proposed new Church forecourt.

LAUDATO SI, Pope Francis’s recent remarkable
encyclical has had widespread but mixed
reactions - these vary from enthusiastic support
from surprising quarters to outright ridicule. Not
surprising is the reaction based on a rejection of
the idea that religion can offer insights to a wider
understanding of ecology, the environment or
economics.

Importantly, while his joy-filled Evangelli
Gaudium, was addressed to Christians this, a
more sombre document, about the future of our
common home, is addressed to every person
living on this planet - you and me. 

Huge numbers of people worldwide have been
deeply moved by this man, but strangely, many seem unconvinced that
Laudato Si has anything special to say to us as individuals. Will we, as

Christians in Dundrum, pay him the courtesy of
reading what he is saying to us, even if it is difficult
and challenging?

While the leaders of the nations of the world
will bicker shortly in Paris, about the impact of
Climate Change and its possible causes, Francis
points to a wider context. His concern is to seek
to overcome the generally prevailing over
emphasis on profit and individualism and to bring
the whole human family together to seek a
sustainable and integral development.

To achieve this will require the support of a
new Catholic spirituality - one that has at its

heart respect and love for the totality of God’s
Creation. In this way the Church can become a major player in global
environment. Will the church, will we, rise to the challenge?

Laudato Si - a Letter to You

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
Holy Cross Parish Office, 1a Ballinteer Rd D16
For parish information, Parish Group contacts and baptism and wedding certificates
OFFICE IS OPEN MON. TO FRI. 9.30 TO 12.30. Phone 2983494
Parish Office Email: parishofficedundrum@gmail.com 
Parish Website: www.holycrossdundrum.org The website has been updated and improved
and contains parish information including Mass times, weekly Notices, copies of Newsletter and
quarterly Parish Magazine Celebration – Ceiliúradh and a range of Links. 

It’s all go!
THE BIG NEWS! The long awaited Holy Cross

refurbishment development  about to commence - see page 4.
In November global leaders meet in Paris to discuss the

environmental crisis. But such discussions often are remote
from the millions of ordinary people – particularly the
poorest - those most affected. In his Encyclical, Laudato Si,
Francis widens the agenda in a more holistic way pointing
out that WE should be involved. Given its importance, we
have included three challenging articles.

As the Year of Consecrated Life draws to a close, we
have our second profile of our three religious
congregations – the Sisters of Notre Dame des Missions
who opened their Junior School here in 1952. The Religious
Sisters of Jesus and Mary will feature in our next issue. As
that year closes The Year of Mercy, so dear to the heart of
the Holy Father begins, it is previewed on page 5.

A parishioner concerned at the number of burglaries in
her area suggested we “do something” about it. This sort of
crime has indeed increased while the Garda strength in the
area is substantially reduced. So we met our helpful
Community Gardai, who remind us that we, ourselves, can
do much to prevent such crime, for instance: 1 in 4 cars
parked in driveways are unlocked! See his advice on page
12.

PASTORAL AREA TEAM
Fr. John Bracken Co-PP Tel: 298 3557 / 087 112 0457 
Fr. Kieran McDermott Co-PP Tel: 298 4348 
Fr. Liam Belton Co-PP - Moderator Tel 499 4203
Monsignor Donal O' Doherty (retired) 
Permanent Deacon: Gabriel Corcoran 

Have you read my letter?
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Trouble with the Neighbours
DUNDRUM has had its ups and
downs through the years. One of its
downs occurred 550 years ago
when, on 20th August 1465, some of
our near neighbours paid a visit.
These were the Harolds from the
Rathfarnham area, where their name
lives on in ‘Harold’s Grange’. 
Over the previous centuries the
neighbours in Wicklow were
constantly at war with each other,
with changing alliances between
previous rivals and occasionally with
the Normans of Dublin – generally a rowdy lot. Church lands
were not immune and many were absorbed into the ever
changing estates – even the University of Glendalough was
taken over. 
When a Michael Tregurry became Archbishop of Dublin in
1450 under the patronage of the then Duke of York, lieutenant
of Ireland, he set about recovering archiepiscopal lands even
complaining to the Pope about the desolation of his newly
acquired archbishopric! The Pope seems to have agreed and
advised him to go ahead. He decided to revive his rights on
lands now held by the nearby Harolds and O’Byrnes. The
Harolds caused him a lot of trouble – to put it mildly - so he
put up a cross to mark the boundary of his land giving us
Harold’s Cross today. In 1461 the Dublin Assembly prohibited
the citizens from communicating with the Harolds. It seems

Tregurry was even kidnapped and
held captive for some time by the
Harolds and one of the O’Byrnes,
who were excommunicated on his
release. In 1462 the Irish actually
struck at the heart of Dublin badly
damaging Christchurch Cathedral!
The Fitzwilliams had been 200 years
in Dundrum when, according to the
Statute Rolls of the Irish Parliament,
“in the 3rd year of Edward IV
(1465), William Harold came with
others in warlike manner to Balally,

Dundrum, Mulchanstown and Leopardstown and there killed
eight of the King’s subjects and pillaged those villages. They also
took with them 200 cows, 100 sheep and 40 afers (horses?)”. 
The area was then sparsely populated and the loss of eight,
presumably adults and most likely males, would have been a
severe blow. This was probably the reason for the Fitzwilliams
leaving Dundrum Castle which then went to ruin. Quite what
life was like for the Dundrum villagers without the dubious
protection of the castle we may never know.
It wasn’t until the end of the 16th century when attempts were
made to bring law and order back here. Archbishop Loftus built
Rathfarnham Castle in 1580s and when Richard Fitzwilliam
succeeded to the estate in 1592, he decided to build a new
castle in Dundrum on the ruins of the old one. This is the one
now gone to ruin. 

Dundrum Castle circa 1600
Source South Dublin Libraries
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THE ENHANCEMENT OF OUR UNIQUE PRAYERFUL ATMOSPHERE
Each element that contributes to this special atmosphere and to the functioning of the liturgy has been reviewed and taken account

of in the overall design, starting with the focal point – the Sanctuary - whose ambience will be enriched. The delicate carvings behind
the altars are to be cleaned and restored. A marble dado will visually enclose the main altar space and link with the side altars. New
gentler steps and hand rails will make for easier access to the altar platforms where the carpet will be replaced with marble like
flooring. Outdated fluorescent lighting and spotlights will be replaced with specialist lighting to discretely highlight the tabernacle and
architectural features and light the main liturgical areas.

At the transept crossing a large baptismal space will be formed where those taking part in the sacrament can gather in comfort
around a new central octagonal font. The Holy Oils will be kept in an illuminated glass case in the north transept wall with a matching
shrine for the relic of the True Cross set into the south transept wall. The Stations of the Cross will be carefully refurbished with the
oak frames restored with new lettering. The stations will be set lower on the walls for easier viewing and, like our Rembrandt and
Murillo reproductions, will be lit by specialist ‘art gallery’ lighting to highlight each image and ensure their subjects can be more readily
appreciated.

The existing original porch will be retained, as required by the County Council, but will be completely refurbished and restored
with new flooring and lighting to make an attractive entrance with, hopefully, a direct view into the body of the church and the altar.
The benches will be refurbished, with six at the centre aisle columns being recessed to make easier entry into the

benches and reduce delays for Communicants returning along the side aisles. The so-called ‘Stone Carpet’ flooring will be replaced
with an easily maintained marble effect flooring. Most of the existing parquet retained, sanded and sealed again.

The cramped choir ‘seating’ is to be reconstructed and extended with a new facade to the gallery while Messrs Neiland & Creane,
organ specialists, are to give our splendid organ a long overdue service under the expert supervision of Professor Gerard Gillen.

All lighting will be replaced with more efficient energy saving lighting designed to bring out architectural features, create a prayerful
ambience and easier maintenance. The security system will be updated and arrangements made to transmit the celebration of the
Mass on the internet

All paintwork will be stripped down and repainted in a new colour scheme yet to be chosen. Damp penetration is to be being
attended to by pointing the exterior stonework and re-slating the older section of the roof.

The Sacristy is being extended to incorporate the side porch and to include easily accessed toilet facilities for those with
disabilities.  Automatic door opening and easy ramps will facilitate entry to the Church and the Pastoral Centre and be of benefit to
those with buggies, the elderly and others.

A NEW LANDMARK PARISH PASTORAL CENTRE 
Views from The Town Centre and the Ballinteer Road will be transformed
by a dramatic pyramid shaped metal and glass structure – a visual expression
of the Church reaching out to the new Dundrum. It will link the Church to
the Ballinteer Road and include a new enlarged Parish Office. A sweeping
stairs and glazed lift will descend to a completely refurbished and extended
Parish Pastoral Centre.  This will provide a much needed place for the parish
community to gather whether in large or small groups and in comfort. The
old dull and damp basement hall and meeting rooms, outdated kitchen and
toilets will be transformed. The refurbished accommodation will be added
to so as to create a complex of bright, state of the art, meeting rooms with
movable partitions to provide flexibility of use. A Coffee Dock opening out
onto a terrace in the Emmaus garden will offer many exciting possibilities
for socialising. Major waterproofing and insulation will ensure that the
flooding which caused the closing of the area will not occur again. 

THE CHURCH IN THE MAIN STREET
In recent times the importance of Holy Cross Church on Main Street, Dundrum, has been diminished by the scale and location of the
Dundrum Town Centre and may be further affected by any Phase 2 future extension northwards to the old Village Centre. 

To re-establish its visual presence and assert its importance in 21st Century Dundrum and to make it more attractive and
accessible to parishioners and passersby, new landscaping and paving and lighting scheme is proposed which will incorporate the front
garden of Emmaus. A tall simple cross will celebrate the name of the church and provide a focal point in the setting which will also
facilitate open air liturgies and be an attractive location for wedding photographs.

The existing railings along the church frontage will be refurbished and relocated to enclose a wide attractive forecourt giving
greater ease of gathering on special occasions such as Funerals. In the future it is hoped that the Dun Laoghaire County Council will,
as part of its plans for Main Street, extend the forecourt to form a large paved Piazza-like space in front of the church.

The existing ‘Mulvey’s Yard’ Car Parking will continue for the foreseeable future, but agreement has been secured to have free
parking for 75 minutes available for up to 75 spaces, per Mass for Massgoers which will be available in the underground car park to
be provided as part of any future Phases of The Town Centre with pedestrian access close to the church.

OUR DEVELOPMENT BEGINS THIS AUTUMN
THERE ARE THREE MAIN ELEMENTS
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Michael McEvoy, R.I.P
SOME twenty years ago
Mick McEvoy was among
the parishioners who
responded to the call to
actively participate in the
Parish Development and
Renewal Programme
initiative promoted by Fr.
Donal O’Doherty. Mick
readily offered his time
and talents to the newly
formed Communications
/ Administration Group.
At the time of his death
he was its Chairperson and also chaired our Celebration –
Ceilúradh magazine group from its’ first tentative issue in
Autumn 2004 just eleven years ago. 

Mick brought a wonderful blend of calm good humour and
courtesy guiding and encouraging the group as we struggled to
produce a good quality magazine to be delivered to all the

A JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY to begin on December 8, was announced by Pope Francis as he wants the
entire Catholic Church to change from being one of judging and condemning to one of pardoning and
showing merciful love.

"The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more,".

During the year we should consider how we might help achieve this.

Find out more the website for the jubilee year (http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va)

homes at no cost to the parish. As an engineer, his clear logic
and organisational skills were invaluable in setting up and
maintaining, along with Fergus McKenna, the extensive network
of distributors. He was always first to volunteer for any
initiative that might enlarge the scope of the magazine such as
liaising with the various schools to encourage regular
submissions from them in each issue. 

Some years ago Mick also personally arranged for the
publication and updating of the large format Parish Welcome
leaflet. He was a long time Minister of the Eucharist. Outside of
the parish his deep faith found him a role in the Knights of St
Columbanus where his contribution was again unstinting.

Given his unselfish work ethic, it was appropriate that he
had a great devotion to St Joseph which impelled him to
organise and widely distribute special ‘Prayer to St Joseph’
leaflets to parishes throughout the diocese. 

The Group miss him greatly and offer our condolences to
Mona, Raymond and Brendan and especially to his great
support, Eileen, who so graciously put up with our regular
invasions of their home for our meetings and with the great
heaps of magazines awaiting delivery, filling her porch four
times a year.

A-Rated Windows & Doors 
● Palladio Composite Front Doors 
● Sash Windows 
● Double & Triple Glazing 
● House Extensions 
● Sunrooms 
● Porches 
● Conservatories

Showroom Open in Goatstown (opposite the Goat pub)
Fully HRI Compliant 

Classic is a family run Business operating for over 25 years 
For a brochure or a FREE quotation, Contact our office / showroom on (01) 2840 582 or (01) 2840 845

Visit our website www.classicwindowreplacements.ie for further information.
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CONTINUING our profile of the
three religious congregations in the
parish: – Sr. Una Rutledge was in her
late teens when she first heard the
call: “I felt that God was calling me to
give my life to His service,” she
explained. But the Presentation Sisters
where she went to school did not
consider her a likely candidate,
“because I was too fun-loving and a time-waster”! 
“So at 18, I began training for nursing in England. There,
one of the nurses gave me the address of her sister, who
had joined a convent in Hastings. It was a teaching order,
so it meant giving up my nursing, but I did that, and joined
my present congregation.”

Sr. Una explained that the unique charism of the Sisters
of Notre Dames des Missions is Trinitarian in character
“because our foundress’s spirituality and understanding of
mission came from her contemplation of the Divine
Mission of the Trinity – the Father sending the Son into
the world, and the Father and Son sending the Spirit.

“The three elements of our charism are: to live in
contemplation with God, in unity with one another, and
in mission by befriending others and caring for the earth.

“Contemplation and prayer run though our day. We
have morning and evening prayer, and adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament each day. This puts us in touch with
the life of the Trinity.”

Euphrasie Barbier (Mother Mary of the Heart of
Jesus), who was born in Caen, Normandy, in 1829, was
the foundress of the order. “She had a great longing to

work on the missions,” said Sr. Una,
“but there were few missionary orders
for women. So after many setbacks, she
founded her own Congregation on
Christmas Day, 1861, in France.

“During the Franco-Prussian War
(1870-1871), churches and convents in
France were burnt down. All religious
had to leave the country, but our

convent was saved by being turned into a hospital for
wounded soldiers.

“Mother Mary took the opportunity to establish new
missions in New Zealand, Australia, Tonga, Samoa, Canada
and England. The first Irish girl to enter was Elizabeth
Conachy from Castlebellingham, Dundalk, in 1867 -
before we had a convent in Ireland.”

Worn out by missionary journeys, Mother Mary died
in 1893. However, new missions were set up in India in
1920, and North Vietnam in 1924, followed by others in
Scotland, Wales and Ireland.

“Mother Mary’s concern was for the poorest and
most abandoned,” explained Sr. Una, “especially the
education of women and children. After Vatican Two,
Education was interpreted in a broader sense, to include
nursing, and social work of various kinds.”

Finally, how does Sr. Una see the future of the Notre
Dame order? “We live in a time of crisis for Religious life.
With a decline in vocations in the West, the focus has
shifted to the East, where our Congregation is blessed
with many young Sisters, particularly from Asia and
Africa.” 

2015 YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE

I really enjoyed the Pet Blessing and my
dog Barry did too. The only snag was that
the cats and dogs had to declare peace
before going there. We got Barry from
The Cat and Dog Protection Society of
Ireland just a month before the blessing. 

When I heard there was going to be a
pet blessing I asked Fr. John if I could
make loom bands as attachments to dogs'
and cats' collars and sell them and give

the money to The Cat and Dog Protection Society of Ireland. 
On the day, lots of animals turned up, even imaginary ones

including my cousin's "real" frog Hector who nobody actually saw!
Fr. John and Fr.Donal blessed all the animals and Brendan played

the guitar with everyone singing along, including the animals! 
We raised over 90 euro and gave it to Florence, the lady

from The Cat and Dog Protection Society who gave us Barry,
and who has rescued lots of cats and dogs

It was a lovely experience for those with two legs and those
with four legs.

PET BLESSING SUNDAY 4 OCT - 3pm
Our Special Reporter, Èabha Foy, recalls the Pet Blessing 2014

“The Focus has Shifted to the East” – the Notre Dame des Missions Sisters

OUR PARISH is more than a physical structure, it is a faith
community.  To run parallel with the building of our new parish
centre/office and renovation of our church building, we aim to
re-energise our Parish community.  On the 4th October the
Parish Pastoral Working Group will publish a summary of the
results of the Big Dundrum Survey – highlighting your views on
parish services, growing your faith, communications,
community spirit and our outreach.

The next steps will involve a Review and Renew exercise
within the existing parish groups while reflecting on the survey

findings. A part of this review will identify volunteer/skills
shortfalls in providing additional or changes to existing services
as suggested in the survey findings. Let the Building
commence…

There are changes also in personnel within our pastoral
area. We welcome Fr. Liam Belton as a new Co-PP to the area.
Fr Liam will be living in Ballinteer parish. Fr. John Ferris, one of
our Co-PPs, living in Meadowbrook parish, will be retiring. So,
Autumn 2015 will bring renewed pastoral co-operation, as
each of our priests will be involved in the three parishes.

672 Voices and New Happenings 
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
WHETHER in a small rural chapel or a great city cathedral the quiet glow of the sanctuary lamp
creates a prayerful warm feeling and a reminder that the Blessed Sacrament is in the tabernacle
near by.

It is hard to believe that the origin of this small simple presence, like the tabernacle, goes
right back to the detailed instructions given by the Lord and passed on by Moses to the
Israelites at Mount Sinai when He entered into His covenant with the Jewish people.

The detailed instructions on how they were to construct the Ark of the Covenant included
a lamp to be kept always alight for ever in front of the Tabernacle in the Ark, using only the
purest of Olive oil. Like the Tabernacle the lighted lamp symbolises the presence of God in the
midst of the Jewish people. It also can be seen as drawing a parallel between God and fire – or
light – so important in the story of the Exodus. Even today the central feature of the festival of
Hanukkah is light, recalling when the Macabees reclaimed and restored the near derelict Temple
and rekindled the eternal light. Indeed, in Christian sacraments a lighted flame in the form of the
Pascal candle is a reminder of God’s presence.

For the Jews, unless physically prevented by conquering forces and the destruction of the temple,
this requirement has been reflected in the ‘eternal flame’ in every synagogue where it represents the
Menorah of the Temple and the continuously burning fire on the ‘altar of burnt offerings”. 

When permanent churches became established, so did the tradition of the sanctuary lamp
burning continuously “to indicate and honour the presence of Christ.” In Catholic, and high
Anglican churches it is a sign of the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the adjoining
tabernacle. In Lutheran churches the lamp represents the presence of God. Other Christian
denominations may also have a lighted lamp where the symbolism is that of showing that the
light of Christ always burns in a sin-darkened world.

Here in Ireland it is usual to have only one lamp lighting, elsewhere, particularly in Orthodox
churches, we often see many such lamps but always in uneven numbers 3, 5, 7 or more. 

G.McC

Lightwaves
Professional styling in All aspects of Hairstyling
At Realistic prices from an expert styling team.

Above Deveny’s, Main Street Dundrum TEL 298 5208 or 298 3945      Nutgrove Ave, Rathfarnham TEL 494 5337
OPEN 6 DAYS Monday to Saturday 9am till 5-30pm Late Night Thursday & Friday. LAST APPOINTMENT 7-30pm

Wash & Blow Dry

€20.00 
All Day Every Day

Full Head Meche

€95.00
Special Offer
Colour, Cut &

Blowdry

€70.00
Limited Availability

Ladies
Wash & Blowdry €20.00
Wash Cut & Blowdry €40.00
Curly Blowdry €24.95
Ladies Colour Cut

& Blowdry €79.95
Perms / Bodwaves

From €75.00
Girls (5-12 yrs)

Cut & Blowdry €15.95
Girls (12 - 15 yrs)

Cut & Blowdry €19.95
GHD Curls from €20.00

Gents
Wash Cut & Blowdry €15.00
Dry Cut €10.00
Boys Under 12 €9.00

Senior Citizens
Set €16.75
Blowdry €17.95
Wash, Cut & Blowdry €30.00

Students
Wash Cut & Blowdry €30.00

Comings and Goings in Our Lady’s Grove
We welcome Mrs Anne Kernan recently appointed School Principal in Our Lady’s Grove and we thank Mrs Colette Hussey
(Principal) and Mrs Marcella O’Sullivan (Deputy-Principal) for their vast contribution to school and parish life.
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Something for everyone in Education and Recreation
LOOKING for a new challenge or pastime for autumn?

We are fortunate in Dundrum to have an
embarrassment of riches when it comes to
educational and recreational facilities. In fact there is
so much available in the parish and nearby, that a full
list of what is on offer would be longer than this
entire magazine. Every taste and interest seems to be
catered for. So if you are looking for something new
to do or want to renew an interest or an educational
course that you may have been prevented from finishing in
the past, you won’t have far to go to find out what is
available.

Activities on offer could broadly be divided between those
which are purely recreational and perhaps contain an element
of fun and those which may also be enjoyed but deliver an
useful educational qualification on
completion. For example Taney Parish Centre,
which will provide a plethora of activities and
courses this autumn, has something for
everyone. Self-improvement courses, combined with activities
which are meant to be enjoyed rather than merely endured,
make up their programme. Among the variety of activities in
Taney are: Pregnancy Pilates, Beginners and Intermediate art
classes, adult dance and fitness classes, cultivating mindfulness,
speech and drama and of course Bridge. That’s just a small
sample. If you want to find out more you can visit the website
at www. taneyparish.ie or simply call in.

Back to Education Initiative (BTEI) provides an impressive
number of educational courses, many of which are free to
people who are on Social Welfare Payments, or are Medical
Card holders along with their dependents and those who have

not completed the leaving Cert. These courses are
available at the Dundrum College of Further
Education on Main Street and Sydenham Road. The
range and variety of courses is impressive by any
standards. Examples include: Childcare, Internet
Skills, Organic Gardening, English courses for
speakers of other languages, Desk Top Publishing,

Office Administration and many more. Many of the
courses provided under this programme allow
graduates to proceed to further education and higher
qualifications. 

South Dublin Adult Education Service works in partnership
with community groups including Balally Family and
Community Resource Centre, Rosemount Family Resource
Centre and St Michael’s House, Goatstown. The relevant

website is (www.cfedundrum.com) - well
worth checking out.

For those who may have an interest in
Theology, the Carmelite Institute of Britain

and Ireland offer a Bachelor degree and a Master’s degree in
Theology, in association with NUI Maynooth. Frank O’Neill in
Gort Mhuire (01) 2987706 will provide information. You don’t
have to go to Maynooth or even leave your home, to take part.
See also the website: (www.cibi.ie) or email admin@cibi.ie.

Check out ‘Open Learning’ in UCD which offers modular
courses for Check (dominicansisters.com) for the large range
of courses at Sion Hill see brochures in church.

Pressure on space prevents us from providing greater detail
on these and other courses. But finding out more is not
difficult and it could lead to a life enhancing experience.                                                                                                           

G.H.

Starting something new
is good for the brain!
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CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
POPE FRANCIS writes: ‘In this Encyclical, I would
like to enter into dialogue with all people about our
common home”. The encyclical draws together in
one document a review of the present ecological
crisis. The word ecology refers to the relationship
between organisms (plants, animals) and the
environment they (we) live in. While the emphasis is
on the natural environment, the Holy Father weaves
the experience of science, politics, philosophy, the
arts, technology with the Judeo Christian tradition
and Catholic faith to inform how we manage and use
the resources of our earth. The letter is written in
an accessible style with practical examples used to illustrate
theory or concepts. 

He writes: ‘the urgent challenge to protect our common
home includes a concern to bring the whole human family
together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we
know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us;
he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created
us. Humanity still has the ability to work together in building
our common home’. (L13) He appeals ‘for a new dialogue about
how we are shaping the future of our planet’. He continues: ‘we
need a conversation which includes everyone, since the
environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human
roots, concern and affect us all.’ (L14) 

Francis points ‘to the intimate relationship between the
poor and the fragility of the planet, the conviction that
everything in the world is connected, the critique of new
paradigms and forms of power derived from technology, the
call to seek other ways of understanding the economy and

progress, the value proper to each creature, the
human meaning of ecology, the need for forthright
and honest debate, the serious responsibility of
international and local policy, the throwaway
culture and the proposal of a new lifestyle.’ (L16) 

The words ‘dialogue’, ‘people(s)’, and ‘common
home’ occur, 24, 64 and 12 times respectively. The
following extracts all prompt dialogue among
people about our planet. 
● ‘Anyone who has grown up in the hills or used

to sit by the spring to drink, or played outdoors
in the neighbourhood square; going back to
these places is a chance to recover something
of their true selves’ (L84) 

● ‘Our relationship with the environment can never be isolat-
ed from our relationship with others and with God.’ (L119) 

● ‘The Eucharist is also a source of light and motivation for
our concerns for the environment, directing us to be stew-
ards of all creation.’ (L236) 

● ‘We have to realise that a true ecological approach always
becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of
justice in debates on the environment, so as to hear both
the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.’ (L49) 

● ‘How can we not feel gratitude and appreciation for this
progress, (technology) especially in the fields of medicine,
engineering and communications? (L102) 

● ‘We fail to see the deepest roots of our present failures,
which have to do with the direction, goals, meaning and
social implications of technological and economic growth.’
(L109) Dr. Mary Forrest

OUR outreach programme, Sowing Seeds, was
established in 2006 to support the care and
education of children in the developing world.
It has been a wonderful success, thank God.
With the generous support of our fellow
parishioners, we have over the past ten years,
donated a total of €90,000 to child based
projects in Columbia, Haiti and Nigeria.

In July, we cleared out our bank account
with cheques of €2,500 each to Sr. Rose Kelly,
in Haiti, and Sr. Marie O’Halloran in Nigeria. Both sisters are
from the Jesus and Mary Convent on Goatstown Road (the
Grove) and were recently home on a visit.

Our funding now comes from generous personal donations,
the wonderful mountains of coins and bags of used stamps left
in the sacristy for us on regular basis, and from our Annual

Church Gate collection. This year it amounted
to €1,740. We are deeply grateful for your
wonderful support - many prayers and many
Masses are offered for your intentions.

In addition to helping with children’s
education our support often extends, at the
discretion of the Sisters, into the family home,
be it some financial help, health training or a
self help scheme. Two examples of the latter
are an art and craft workshop in Haiti and a

poultry rearing and sharing project in Nigeria. Both helped to
develop community skills, produce food and clothing and
provide a small income for families.

With the children, the good sisters and their volunteer
helpers we ask for your continued support. Thank you again.

Jack Dunne

Sowing Seeds in Holy Cross Parish - Rich Harvests in Haiti and Nigeria

LAUDATO SI- PRAISE BE….

“AN INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCE!” 
so said two young Dundrum men of  World Youth Day Rio 2013

They were among 3.7 million people from all over the World, who experienced fun,
reflection, music and prayer as well as the opportunity to celebrate their faith with
Pope Francis.

How about you  coming on the World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow, Poland?

The Dublin Archdiocese is bringing two groups - Teenagers (16-18) and Young Adults
(over 18s) - to Krakow in July 2016. Places are limited. Young Adults (18+) are invited
to sign up for a leadership course called “Anchor”. If you have any questions, need
information, or wish to book your place please go to www.evangelisation.ie

Sr. Marie and Sr. Rose
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HOLY Cross Parish is near the mountains, the
sea and a major commercial centre - we
embrace nature, spirituality, and commerce. An
ideal situation for our parish to be leaders in
taking up and acting on the message, challenge,
and spirit of Pope Francis’ well-timed
Encyclical on caring for our common home. 

Francis has asked each of us to take time to
reflect on God’s creation and to ask what we
can personally do to protect and save our
wonderful earth. He rejects the sceptics who
deny runaway climate change. He points out the danger signs, such
as, the weather anomalies the earth is now experiencing. He
highlights the risks for all of us, but most especially, for the
poorest and most vulnerable people in the developing world and
also for future generations. Francis laments, in strong language, the
fact that the earth is beginning to look more and more like “an
immense pile of filth” noting that in many parts of the planet, once
beautiful landscapes, are now actually covered in rubbish.

A chapter in the Encyclical highlights the importance of
environmental education. This is an area in which our parish has
played an important role in the past and could do so into the
future. That’s our challenge! 

Back in 2008, a parish Eco Group was formed in response to
one of Monsignor Donal O’Doherty’s four dreams which he had
for the future of Holy Cross Parish: ‘to explore the implications
of a Christian vision in caring for the planet’. The Parish Eco
Group eventually merged into an Ecumenical Eco Group called
Three Rock Churches’ Environment Group. The parishes involved

were: Holy Cross, Balally; Dundrum
Methodist Church, and Church of Ireland
Parishes of Taney and Whitechurch. Owen
Lemass and Gabriel Hunt represented Holy
Cross. 

The group’s most successful projects
concentrated on educating the young on the
importance of safeguarding our planet. Music,
Essay-writing and Poster competitions with
an environmental theme were run for the
local primary and secondary schools. Poster

competitions for primary schools attracted over 500 posters -
our own Holy Cross School did us proud. Regrettably, the Group
has lost impetus.

Francis invites each of us to ask ourselves what practical things
can we do by way of response to his Encyclical? There are many
options like having Eco prayers in our liturgies; arranging parish
tidy-ups; carrying out an environmental audit on our parish,
arranging talks on Laudato Si. Perhaps a group of interested
parishioners could come together to answer the Pope’s call to
action?

Finally, despite the environmental and human crisis, Pope Francis
is a positive Pope who stresses the importance of prayer and joy.
He ends his Encyclical with the words: “Let us sing as we go. May
our struggles and our concern for this planet never take away the
joy of our hope”. So, let our parish dialogue begin and may Holy
Cross be a beacon of hope as together we look after our local
environment and, indeed, our earth.       

Owen Lemass / Gabriel Hunt

Our Parish and Laudato Si’

56 MAIN STREET DUNDRUM
Open 9 am – 7 pm Monday to Friday

9 am – 6 pm Saturday

Phone 298 7337 Fax 298 8042

Haven Pharmacy Haven Pharmacy
Beacon Farmers 
Unit 34 The Mall Leopardstown Valley S. C.
Sandyford Ballyogan Road
Dublin 18 Dublin 18
Phone 293 0155 Phone 294 1002
Fax 293 1056 Fax 294 1653

Haven Pharmacy Farmers
you’re in expert hands

LAUDATO SI- PRAISE BE….
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NEIGHBOURHOOD Watch is a concept dear to the heart of
Dundrum’s Community Sergeant Ivan Howlin. The aim, he
explained, “is to encourage communities to adopt a quality of life
approach through partnerships, teamwork and good neighbourly
relations, which reduce the impact and fear of crime.”

Originally from Ranelagh, and now living in Ballinteer, Ivan
has been in Dundrum Station for the past 20 years and, in the
past year, has been in the middle of the re-build of the station,
which is due to finish well before Christmas. Among the
features to be incorporated into the new building, he says, “are
a public counter facility, which will be wheelchair accessible,
and an enhanced hearing aid loop for the hard of
hearing.” Eventually, it will have about 100
employees, including civilians and Gardai.

Ivan’s goal is “to build a rapport with the
community. We are part of the community and we
want people to have the confidence to come and
talk to us.”

As the evenings grow darker, security becomes
more of an issue, and Ivan says the first requirement
for all householders is to have a plan. Taking his own
advice, he offers a plan based on the four letters P L A N -
P for Preparation; L to Log or List anything you see that is out
of the ordinary and write it down; A is Answering the door –
be careful; and N is to Notify Gardai if something has
happened.

“As regards preparation,” he explains, “make a list of all the
property in your house or take a photo of the items that could
be stolen. You will then be able to email the list or the photos
in the event of the property being recovered and show that it
is yours. “Also make sure you have an alarm that is working and
on. If there are 10 houses on a road and
eight have alarms, the two without will be
the first to be looked at by a burglar. “Or
houses that have left a door unsecured, even as simple as
leaving the door open while you’re cutting the grass.

“Leaving the radio on or putting it on a timer switch is a
good idea, and you can also buy a security device that you plug
in and it sends out a coloured light that gives the impression of
a TV on in the room. That can be bought in good hardware or
security shops, and it gives the impression that there could be
somebody in.

“We still have people using latch locks on doors instead of
mortice locks. A good shoulder to the door could put it in.
Where you have a mortice lock you must use it properly – it

is only as good as it’s used. Unfortunately, people have the locks
but become complacent.”

People logging anything they see out of the ordinary helps
them watch out for themselves in a neighbourhood. “If
someone is vulnerable, the neighbours will get involved if they
see something, eg, cold callers. They can go over and check that
everything is ok and the person is not being taken advantage
of and, if necessary, contact someone like ourselves.

“In every house there is also a list of things you should attend
to – a broken lock, a door or window that needs to be fixed.
Don’t leave it, because if broken it can affect your insurance and,

if the house is broken into, it upsets people’s
confidence and causes huge personal distress. So get
jobs done that need to be done. “House alarms, for
instance, may have been put in 20 years ago and may
need to be upgraded/replaced. Coming into the
darker evenings it’s time get these jobs done.”

Cold callers like to take advantage of darkness, so
Ivan says: “if you have a lot of hedging around your
front door, it’s time to give it a haircut so they can’t
disappear into the hedging.

“We also supply little cards that you can put out under the
door if you don’t want to open it to a caller. It’s a great way of
getting rid of cold callers. Once they see the Garda sign, they
don’t want to know.”

As regards notifying the Gardai, Ivan makes the point that,
“when investigating burglaries with house to house calls, we
invariably meet someone who saw a van, etc, so people should
phone and tell us before it happens instead of us having to get
the information from house to house calls. We would rather
get a wrong call than to be told two days later.

“If they see something and they’re not
happy with it, tell us about it. At night you
mightn’t be able to identify the car

number, but you might see something like an L plate, a roof
rack or a broken tail light that would help identification, or the
number of occupants. A lot of it is common sense, and with the
community acting cohesively, it makes it far harder for the
wrongdoer to act.

“The principal things are (a) mind yourself, and (b) mind the
people around you. Don’t be afraid to phone the Gardai if you
see something that might be a little bit dodgy. We’ll get the
patrol car to check it out. “If you prevent a burglary it’s better
than catching a burglar. The perpetrators will know they’re
being watched and will keep away.”

SECURING THE VULNERABLE

Better to prevent a burglary 
than to catch the burglar

Community Gardai - Sergeant Ivan Howlin and Garda Linda Byrne Reception area in new station
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THOUGHTS of Winter getting to you? Feeling
a bit low? Could do with a bit of a chat? How
about dropping in to Dom Marmion House at
the back of the Public Car Park on the
Sandyford Road. It was set up for the older
citizens and the lonely among us and offers lots
of different activities for mind and body!
Regular outings open up new horizons like our
marvelous trip to the Sensory Gardens in
Carlow earlier in the summer. This was a unique experience. 

These beautiful gardens are laid out over 2.5 acres in 20
very different interconnecting multi-sensory gardens where we
exercised our senses of touch, taste, smell, hearing and visual

delight. It is totally relaxing and peaceful, and
the guides are brilliant – one of them Bob is a
sculptor and there’s lots of his work around.
And the scones, butter, cream and jam, coffee
and tea are delicious.  One of the best things
about it is that “they provide training,
residential, respite, day and multi-sensory
services to adults with intellectual disabilities.”
We could see that they were very happy,

working away and obviously enjoying it, their rights”to equality,
dignity, privacy, safety and respect” being upheld. 

Our members were delighted! More in the year ahead! We’d
love to meet you so pop in and try things out.… O.D.

You will be Welcome at Dom Marmion House

Sensory Gardens Carlow

The Rosemount family
Resource Centre welcomes our
new Manager, Mark Garvey who
is committed to developing the
Centre to meet the needs of the
local community. 

A big thank you to SuperValu
Churchtown, all our other
sponsors and wonderful

volunteers, who made the Summer Project a great success. Local
children and their families enjoyed outings to Marlay Park, Kia
Ora Farm and Tayto Park as well as Art & Drama Workshops and
Swimming, culminating in a Family BBQ.

September Programmes include: After Schools Programme /
Secondary Study Support / Affordable Grinds / CoderDojo /

Parenting & Family Learning Courses / I.T Courses / Jewellery
Making & Art Courses / Chair Yoga / Craft Group.

The Social Club provides an opportunity to socialise with
other local people - future outings will be to Delta Sensory
Gardens in Carlow and Croke Park. Make some new friends -
join the group! Contact Ann Coleman at 2166131.

Other Supports and Services Include: Help with CV & Job
Applications / Help with filling out forms / Accessing local
supports and services / Counselling supports / Meeting and
training facilities for local groups / Volunteer Centre Outreach /
Garda Clinic / Internet Access / Photocopying.

We are No. 3 Waldemar Terrace, Main Street, opposite the
Luas and beside the 14 bus terminus. Call in and meet the staff
and volunteers or phone 216 6131 or email
(frcrosemount@gmail.com) if you’d like any more information

Rosemount Family Resource Centre – Serving the Dundrum Area

Catherine Leahy

Catherine Leahy is a longtime Dundrum resident, who
celebrated her 90th birthday this year on 21 May. She has
written many articles and poems over the years

PURGATORY
Purgatory is the colour of hope
Like the welcoming breeze at the dawn of day
It’s the colour of mist
As the ship sails out
To the sunset shores of eternity.

Purgatory is the colour of prayer
Or chanted low
It’s the colour of dreams
And the backward glance
As shadows that fade in the twilight glow.

LANCE GROSSMAN
GOLDSMITH EST. 1986.

1 Upper Kilmacud Rd., Dundrum Dublin 14
Tel. 01 298 2154  Fax 01 296 5272

Sell your old/ broken Gold / Silver Jewellery
We Will Deal With You in an Honest & 

Confidential Manner.

● Diamond Set Jewellery in 18 Carat Gold  
& Platinum

● Pearls
● Diamond Set Wedding Bands
● Full Range of Unique Silver Jewellery
● Full Repair & Remodelling Service
● Fast, Professional, Personal.

At a price you can afford

10% discount with this Advert.
Email:lance@lancegrossman.ie       www.lancegrossman.ie

3 cool cats!
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Sandyford Guild ICA
DID you know that the Irish Countrywomen’s Association
– the I.C.A. – have a Guild in Sandyford. This year marks its
60th birthday since it was founded way back in 1955 by a
group of local ladies from the Dundrum and Sandyford area.
The ladies meet twice a month – on the first and third
Mondays at 7.30pm in St Tiernan’s Community School,
Sandyford Road. 

In the best tradition of the Guild, they have a wide range
of activities including arts and crafts, cookery, gardening,
literature, travel, health and fitness and outings to various
places of historical interest ...and much, much, more. 

New members are always very welcome. For more
information ring Teresa at 298 6838 or just pop along to any
of our meetings. You’ll find a warm welcome. 

Cúpla Focal - Fómhar
FÓMHAR is the Irish word for
‘Autumn’ and for ‘harvest’. If we go
by the traditional Irish calendar of
seasons, we are already midway
through Autumn - this month of
September is Meán Fómhair
(literally, the middle of Autumn)
and October is Deireadh Fómhair
(the end of Autumn). 

In previous generations, the
focus from late July onwards was on the forthcoming
harvest – July was ‘the lean month’ or ‘the hungry month’.
The last Sunday in July was generally known as Garland /
Garlic / Fraughan / Reek Sunday (in the vicinity of Croagh
Patrick) or Domhnach Chrom Dubh (after a pagan deity);
traditionally, new potatoes were dug for the first time
that day. Lúnasa (the modern Irish for August) relates to
the Celtic god Lugh and to the Anglo-Saxon Lammas (as
in Antrim’s Lammas Fair). The 15th August, the Feast of
the Assumption, is Féile Mhuire sa bhFómhar (the Feast
of Our Lady in the Harvest). The first Sunday after 15th
August was known, in some places, as Domhnach na
nDeascán when the gleaning (deascán) of the cornfields
was done by farmers and their families, and a picnic-style
meal was shared in the fields.

29th September is the Feast of St Michael and marked
Fómhar na nGéanna (the goose harvest) when geese
hatched in spring would be ready for sale. And following
the disappointing weather of summer 2015, I hope we
can enjoy Fómhar beag na ngéanna – an Indian summer –
and maybe we’d even dance Baint an Fhéir (the
Haymakers’ Jig)! 

Bairbre O’Hogan

THIS recently released Pixar film is
a very original concept which very
clearly illustrates the way we think
and how our mind and emotions
work.

Pixar research indicated females
aged between 11 and 17 years are
more tuned into emotions than
other groups. The film focuses on
five core emotions – Anger, Fear,
Sadness, Disgust and Joy. Each
emotion is indicated by a different

colour and it is fascinating to watch everyday events
being ‘catalogued’ in the brain as we live our lives.

Its main character is a young girl, aged 11 years, named
Riley who moves with her family from Minnesota to
California when her father gets a new job. She changes
from being a happy sporty child to one who finds it very
difficult and lonely in her new home.

The animation utilised is very original. Vivid depiction
of the characters Anger, Fear, Sadness, Disgust and Joy are
created with energy particles  moving in the brain. ‘Islands
of Personality’ which indicate an individual’s personality,
short-term memory and long term memory are each
differentiated and illustrated in the film

While Inside Out may be marketed as a child’s film I
found it very interesting, with a strong message that
emotions are meant to connect people together and
relationships are the most important things in life. It also
had a good sprinkling of the benefits of Mindfulness! Well
worth seeing.

K.G.

FILM REVIEW
Inside Out
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Colour in 

ST. JOSEPH, head of the Holy Family at Nazareth, you
worked with Mary and Jesus. Together you toiled and
knew the hardships and demands of daily routine. 

Help all of us at these difficult times especially those
forced to leave their homes whether here or round the
world. Be with those families and those that help them as
they seek to set up new homes and new lives. 

Grant that we shall strive for justice for all, particularly
the weakest and most vulnerable in our society.

Help us to make good use of the gifts and talents that
God has given us, so that we may model our lives on you
and grow in a spirit of loving service and commitment to
our own vocation in life. 

Grant this petition which I now make….. I ask this
through Christ our Lord.

Through our work and efforts for the common good,
may we sanctify ourselves, making each of us participants
in the work of redemption.  St Joseph Pray for us.

Prayer to St Joseph

BRIAN McGARRY PLUMBER
PLUMBING – CENTRAL HEATING

REGISTERED GAS INSTALLER

GAS BOILERS SERVICED & REPAIRED

High Efficiency GasBoilers Installed
from 1600

NEW INSTALLATIONS – BATHROOMS
ELECTRIC SHOWERS – TANKS

CYLINDERS – RADIATORS – TAPS

PHONE 087 618 2500 or 442 6089

Environmentally Friendly
Pure Water Window Cleaning

Power Washing  Gutter Repairs
Serving South County Dublin 

for 20 years
Fully  Insured   Work Guaranteed
Ciaran O'Hara     087  244 4007

St Joseph from our Holy Family window




