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CONTACT CELEBRATION – CEILIÚRADH WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
News, articles, comments, suggestions, tell us about things to Celebrate

Celebration Email: celebrationmagazine@gmail.com
Cover: Blessing the Dundrum Town Centre Crib 2014 Photo Paul McGovern

LOOKING at these delightful innocent children, Aisling, Keely,
Alannah and Jessica from a nativity play our hearts must fill with
the joy that should imbue our celebration of Jesus’s Birthday
celebration.  But this year such joy must inevitably be affected by
awareness of the living conditions of so many in the world about
us - the homeless, the refugees, those affected by conflict, those
affected by climate change, by earthquake and hurricanes and
typhoons and the victims of terrorist attacks in Paris and so
many other places..  Our hearts go out to those millions on our
planet who through no fault of their own suffer for much of
their lives.  It would be obscene – unChristian – if we were to
seek to return to the excesses of the Celtic Tiger Christmases. 

In responding to Pope Francis’s call in Laudato Si for a new way

of looking at things, a “bold cultural revolution”, we can strive
both individually and corporately to change course. We can
awaken our hearts and move with joy towards an “ecological
conversion” in which we see the real connection between God
and all beings, and listen to the “cry of the earth and the cry of
the poor” - there is no room for selfishness or indifference.

This Christmas offers an opportunity for many of us to
temper our personal spending by contributing to good causes,
but why limit to Christmas or to donating to charitable funds.
Now is an opportunity at the start of the Year of Mercy to
begin to offer our time and talents and join an outreach
responding to the call of the earth, the call of the poor.  A
Happy and Holy Christmas Everyone!

Celebrating Christmas 2015

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
Holy Cross Parish Office, 1a Ballinteer Rd D16
For parish information, Parish Group contacts and baptism and wedding certificates
OFFICE IS OPEN MON. TO FRI. 9.30 TO 12.30. Phone 2983494
Parish Office Email: parishofficedundrum@gmail.com 
Parish Website: www.dundrumparish.com. Note the new address! The upgraded
website contains parish information including Pastoral Area Mass times, weekly notices, copies
of Celebration-Ceiliúradh and links to other sites 

PASTORAL AREA OF DUNDRUM, BALLINTEER AND MEADOWBROOK PARISHES
Fr. John Bracken Co-PP Tel: 298 3557 / 087 112 0457 Fr. Kieran McDermott Co-PP Tel: 298 4348 
Fr. Liam Belton Co-PP - Moderator Tel 499 4203 Permanent Deacon: Gabriel Corcoran 

Celebration – Ceiliúradh  Christmas 2015
IN THIS ISSUE we celebrate the faithful service for over 30 years of two quiet groups: those reciting Morning Prayer
before weekday Mass and the Patricians discussion group. The Carmelite Sisters, Roebuck, recently celebrated the 500
anniversary of the birth of St Teresa of Avila. We look at two environmental initiatives: Dublin Bay Biosphere and its impact on
Dundrum and supporting our bee population.  

Our next issue will coincide with the Easter 1916 Commemoration.  We would warmly welcome
any memories / memorabilia of those times. Sendyour submissions and information - 

Email us or contact the Parish Office.
Details of Christmas in Holy Cross and the Parish Pastoral Area – see  back cover

Befriend a Bee! 

Law and OrderCoinneal Na Nollag 

Holy Smoke 
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The PPC recently presented results of our parish survey.  We were delighted to learn that so many of you would like the
opportunity to get more involved in different areas of Parish life.  We intend over the next year to build on that interest and
energy and attract more people to share their talents within Dundrum Parish.

Your comments highlighted the need to extend the personal invitation, provide easy access to volunteer activities, both big and
small, welcome new members and continue the culture of belonging and welcome.

The next steps identified from the survey results were to review and renew our existing Parish groups, recruit volunteers to
rejuvenate our Parish groups and ministries, build our children and family ministry, improve communication, develop people’s
understanding of our faith, support our parish schools, prepare for our new Pastoral Centre and develop our co-operation with
Ballinteer and Meadowbrook Parishes.  

The PPC is energised by the feedback received in the survey. We will continue to listen and, with your help, will strive to build
a vibrant faith community in Dundrum.

In the New Year…
● Please watch out for our “Leap into Volunteering” campaign to coincide with the leap year, which will hopefully encourage

you to participate in an area of parish life that interests you.  
● We also plan to hold focus groups to hear your views and experiences of our parish, how we can better engage with you

and communicate with you, what are your needs of the new Pastoral Centre, how we can make the parish more meaning-
ful in your life.  We will begin in December with a focus group for our weekday Mass goers and one for our young people.  

● In the New Year we will be inviting families and parents to give us their input.  This is an important opportunity for honest
and frank feedback.  With the declining number of priests in our communities, it is vital that we together step up to the
new challenges of how we are going to maintain and develop our parish in the future.

Gentle care for a lifetime of smiles

12 Main Street, Dundrum, Dublin 14
Tel.: 01 2986029

www.dundrumdentalsurgery.ie
info@dundrumdentalsurgery.ie

Comprehensive dental 
care including adult 
teeth straightening, all 
types of general and 
cosmetic dentistry, 
hygienist treatment 
and a team of 
in-house specialists.
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'Let us help you 

Gentle care for a lifetime of smiles

12 Main Street, Dundrum, Dublin 14
Tel.: 01 2986029

www.dundrumdentalsurgery.ie
info@dundrumdentalsurgery.ie

'We provide all aspects 
of general dentistry, 
cosmetic dentistry, adult 
tooth straightening, 
hygienist treatment and 
we have a team of 
in-house specialists.'
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'Let us help you 

2015 involved reviewing, listening, questioning and the BIG DUNDRUM SURVEY
2016 is a time for renewing with our new Pastoral Centre, renovated Church buildings,

fresh thinking, new energy and positive action to build up our parish community.

Be part of it.
Moving on from the BIG DUNDRUM SURVEY …

Your Pastoral Council (PPC) - An Update
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THE Garda Hospice Coffee Morning
was the first chance many had to see
inside our new Garda Station.
Surprisingly, it is the fifth building
accommodating those maintaining law
and order in Dundrum. 

Before 1808, Church of Ireland
parishes were responsible for elements
of local administration; burying the
dead, providing welfare for the poor,
lighting and keeping streets clean and
parish security with constables and
watchmen.  In Dundrum, Parish
Constables were appointed annually by Taney Vestry.  

Problems in Dublin in the 1700s led to the Police Act of 1808.
This established a Dublin Metropolitan Police, stretching eight
miles from the Castle. Patrols were based in suburban villages
and eight Peace Officers, as they were sometimes called, were
based in Dundrum, with neighbouring patrols in Rathfarnham
and Williamstown working mainly at night. In 1821, Freeman’s
Journal reported: “Anthony Johnston, one of the Dundrum police
patrol, seized eight half bales of smuggled tobacco at Dundrum”.  

The Constabulary Act of 1836 established the Irish
Constabulary retaining a separate force for the city.  A
Constabulary Station was set up where Ashgrove Terrace is now,
on the Sandyford Road. In 1840 Fr. Mathew held a Temperance
Rally in Sandyford and the County Constabulary attended in
force under arms to preserve order. Nearly 2,000 people took
the pledge - but there is no record of the Constabulary being
needed! 

With the coming of the railway in 1850/4 an off-cut of
Annefield lands became available. The Dundrum Magistrates
appealed to the Earl of Pembroke to build a Courthouse there.
He agreed, appointing Benjamin Woodward, a leading architect -
to design a combined Courthouse and Constabulary Barracks
which opened in 1856. It accommodated the married sergeant

and four single constables. In 1867, it
was attacked, unsuccessfully, by
Fenians. With the suppression of the
Fenian Rising, Queen Victoria gave the
force the title of The Royal Irish
Constabulary.

During the Troubles their stations
were regularly attacked – not with any
hope of capture, but as a form of
defiance or to lure reinforcements into
trouble. They were impregnable against
the light armament and grenades
available to the attackers.  But

following an attack in May 1921 the Dundrum RIC emerged from
the station when the shooting ceased and they were promptly
barraged with grenades suffering several casualties.

Under the 1921 Treaty, the transfer from the RIC to the new
Free State police was envisaged. There wasn’t a trained police
force ready when the RIC was to be officially disbanded, so the
Free State Army took over Dundrum Barracks on 28th March
1922. Pádraig Yeates, in ‘A City in Civil War’ records: “The
conduct of the Free State garrison sent to man the RIC barracks
in Dundrum was disgraceful, falling about drunk in the village . . .
and started to fight in the village”. 

The new Civic Guard replaced them six months later.  Then
on 30th January 1923, Anti-Treaty soldiers attacked and
destroyed the building leaving just the walls standing. ‘Emania’ on
Main Street became the police station until the Woodward
building was restored.  In August 1923 the Civic Guard became
the Garda Siochána. 

Although a significant historical structure, it was demolished in
the 1970s and the non-descript Garda Station built. When the
Stepaside station closed the Gardaí there transferred to Dundrum,
necessitating major reconstruction. The Courthouse, unused for
twenty years, had a floor inserted making it a two storey office and
integrated with the new two storey building adjoining. 

MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER IN DUNDRUM

THE PATRICIANS are monthly discussion groups organised by
the Legion of Mary as a way to help build up religious
knowledge amongst lay Catholics, men and women, in a
comfortable setting where religious topics can be discussed in
an open and friendly atmosphere.   

The Legion was introduced into Holy
Cross Parish, in 1984 and this year marks
the 30th Anniversary of the first Patrician
meeting in the parish.  Recently, following the creation of the
Pastoral Area, parishioners in  St. John’s Ballinteer and St.
Attracta’s Meadowbrook are informed of the meetings and
invited to participate. A number are already faithful attendees.    

The Group is deeply indebted to the Sisters of Notre Dame
des Missions who from the beginning have generously provided
a meeting place and also provided their Spiritual Director. Sr.
Una is currently the Spiritual Director and her inspiring Talks
are eagerly awaited and very much appreciated.

The agenda of the two hour meeting includes: a Paper on
the chosen subject (prepared by a lay person), open discussion,
a Talk by the Spiritual Director and a very important item, the
‘cuppa’. The Patricians is a ‘family’ affair – the atmosphere is to
be friendly, appreciative, in which everybody is free to express
opinion - the Holy Spirit gives insights to all, which are shared
at the meeting with the others and in turn learn from them.   

Discussion topics cover many different aspects of the Faith,

including moral issues bearing on everyday living. Current Papal
pronouncements also provide items such as the recent “The
Value of the Family to Society” and “Care of the Earth”.   

Invitation: Visitors are most welcome.  The meetings are on
the 2nd Thursday of each month in Notre Dame
Convent, Churchtown Rd., at 7.30 pm.  Details
are on the Church Notice Boards in the three
parishes and announced at the Masses on the

previous week-end.

The Patricians – Thirty years in Dundrum

A way to help build up 
religious knowledge

BRIAN McGARRY PLUMBER
PLUMBING – CENTRAL HEATING

REGISTERED GAS INSTALLER
GAS BOILERS SERVICED & REPAIRED

High Efficiency GasBoilers Installed
from 1600

NEW INSTALLATIONS – BATHROOMS
ELECTRIC SHOWERS – TANKS

CYLINDERS – RADIATORS – TAPS

PHONE 087 618 2500 or 442 6089
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH TO CLOSE!
WITH the re-slating of the old parts of the church roof and
refurbishment work taking place in the Lower Ground Floor,
the long awaited development is now well under way.  These
works will, as previously publicised, see the building of a new
Parish Office and access to an extended Parish Pastoral Centre
(incorporating what was previously known as the Parish Hall),
the refurbishment of the Church and Sacristy including the
relocation of the Baptismal area to the centre of the church,
new lighting, amplification and general decoration. Our highly
regarded Organ will be fully renovated and Church main
entrance and landscaping of the surroundings of the church
will be upgraded.

The works commenced on October 5th and are estimated
to last 45 weeks but, crucially, they will be organised to allow
for the celebration, in the Church, of Confirmation in March
and first Holy Communion Ceremonies in April.

In order to facilitate the completion of the works and
renovation, the church will be closed from 4th May and re-
open in August. During this time Sunday Masses will be
celebrated in Holy Cross School Hall and our local parishes
will facilitate us for funerals, weddings and other services. We
are grateful to the School Principal and Board of Management
for facilitating the Parish.

The cost of the project is in and around €3m.  The funds
were realised from the sale of the field to the rear of the
Church in 2007 and the recent release of monies which were
set aside as a guarantee that specified works would be carried
out.  As these were not carried out or likely to be carried out
in the near future these funds were released to the parish.

Cedar Construction, Arklow, won the contract following a
keenly contested tendering process. They are noted for the
quality of their workmanship and in recent times completed
the new Monastery of the Passionist Fathers in Mount Argus.

The Parish Pastoral Council and priests of the parish wish
to thank both the Development Buildings and Finance
Committee’s for their dedicated hard work in ensuring that
the this important project has now commenced. We thank you

the parishioners for your support and patience and ask that
you continue to support it with your prayers in the coming
months.

It is the intention of the Parish Development Buildings
Committees to keep parishioners abreast of progress 
through regular updates on new parish website
www.dundrumparish.com  Here you can view an animated
‘movie’ of the works to be carried out. However, please note
the treatment of the gallery and entrance has been modified.

We ask God to continue to bless this work of ours and
bring it to fruition so that we can gather, to break bread,
celebrate and welcome the stranger amongst us.
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CAMPBELL’S Corner has been a centrepiece of Dundrum
village for almost 120 years. And for over 60 of those years,
Paul Campbell has been the proprietor of the legendary
shoemakers, from which the Corner gets its name. So it’s no
wonder that he is a mine of information on Dundrum, past and
present.

“We have the longest-existing original front on this street –
the paint is practically holding it together,” he remarks, in his
droll way. “We have tried to keep the same fascia as in the

photo in the window, taken about 1910, at a time when there
were three apprentices with my father, Jack.”

Paul is now in full swing; it doesn’t take much to get him
going about the history of his village, or town as it is now
called. “It was always known as Campbell’s Corner because
there was nothing beyond it. The 48 bus came this far and
turned to go back to the city. 

“The shop opened before 1910. Dundrum was only a village
then, there was a forge behind the shop and the bandroom of
the Dundrum Brass and Reed band was behind us also.

“The forge was operated by John Doyle, who lived in 1
Maher’s Terrace, where the Silly Shop has just opened, and that
was also the house my parents lived in when they were
married, and where some of my sisters were born. They went
to the local National School when it was below the back of the
church.”

Paul, who was born in 1938, went to Harold’s Cross NS, as
the family were then living in Kimmage. “I went to work at 14,
with CIE, in their road freight section on Bachelor’s Walk, and
went to College in Rathmines for two days a week as part of
my work. I also had to go to the Technical College in Kevin’s
Street at night for shoemaking. In those days you wouldn’t be
allowed touch a customer’s shoes until you had completed
your time and made a shoe. 

“At that time, most people had only one pair of shoes, and
everything was done by hand – machinery was only coming

PROFILE:                                                                                                               PAUL CAMPBELL

PAUL CAMPBELL

JOAN CHITTESTER is a member and
former prioress of the Benedictine
Sisters of Erie USA and founder and
current director of Benetvision, a
resource and research centre for
contemporary spirituality. She is the
author of forty books and ‘Wisdom
Distilled from the Daily’ is an easy
read with many practical insights into
living the best life we can. 

The Rule of St. Benedict has been a guide to the spiritual life
for ordinary people since the sixth century. Anything that has
lasted that long and has had that kind of impact in society must
surely be worthy of consideration. 
I found it interesting to read about life in a monastic
community but the ‘gem’ in this book is that the Author
translates the Rule
of Benedict to
everyday living -
going to work,
caring for children, living the single life or with a spouse.
Benedict’s Rule based on a tripod of Prayer, Work and Holy
Leisure extends to 13 areas in life with each one offering down
to earth sound advice and raising many questions for anyone
trying to do their best on life’s journey.

K.G.

BOOK REVIEW
WISDOM DISTILLED FROM THE DAILY

Living the Rule of St. Benedict Today

Joan Chittester OSB

GET SOMETHING? 
GIVE SOMETHING AWAY!

A SURPRISING range of activities were reported in the
Newsletters for the end of 1995. A small group of parishioners
made a pilgrimage to the Early Christian sites on Aran Mór while
55 parishioners marked the Silver Jubilee of Holy Cross Lourdes
Pilgrimages.  
A BBC (Scotland) TV team came to make a series on the Catholic
Church in various European countries. Rather than going to a rural
Gaeltacht parish they were advised to come to Dundrum which
had recently won the Glór na nGael award. Even back then one of
the questions raised was “Should women be ordained”.  Sadly the
Newsletter doesn’t record the replies!

The Family Offering Campaign to fund
the refurbishment of the Church – yes
it was twenty years ago – began with
65 parishioners distributing material
to the then 3,500 homes.  Great
discussions were taking place
formulating a Parish Vision. The Young
Adults Group were going strong with
excursions, discussions on divorce,
bible studies, meditation and the
catechism and planning their
Christmas party!
In New York, President Mary
Robinson addressed the United

Nations assembly on its 50th anniversary. The effects of the Famine
were addressed in a Bishops Pastoral and an exhibition in Taney
Centre led to discussions on topics which sound disturbingly
familiar…a more equitable system of international trade,
reduction of environmental destruction, does our lifestyle
contribute to third world problems?
Dublin South Community Radio, 104.9FM, commissioned a special
religious ‘God Slot’ programme, “Vision”, for the Sundays of Advent
guided by Fr Eddie Griffin, Rev Tom and Gillian Kingston and Rev
Desmond and Carol Sinnamon.

From the Parish Archives
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A-Rated Windows & Doors 
● Palladio Composite Front Doors 
● Sash Windows 
● Double & Triple Glazing 
● House Extensions 
● Sunrooms 
● Porches 
● Conservatories

Showroom Open in Goatstown (opposite the Goat pub)
Fully HRI Compliant 

Classic is a family run Business operating for over 25 years 
For a brochure or a FREE quotation, Contact our office / showroom on (01) 2840 582 or (01) 2840 845

Visit our website www.classicwindowreplacements.ie for further information.

into its own. It was very intricate work, and some shoemakers
could do 50 stitches per inch. They were fantastic craftsmen.”

Even before his apprenticeship, Paul was involved in the
family business. “While I was at school, I used have to collect
shoes and deliver them before I even did my homework. It was
while we were living in Kimmage and my father had a
workshop attached to the house and
worked from home. I had to cycle the
messenger bike with the big basket and I
used to hate it.

“It was only when my grandfather decided to pack in that
my father took over in Dundrum, about ’47 or ’48, but he only
lasted till ’51. He went to Rome in 1950 for the Holy Year, and
that Christmas he wasn’t well, and on January 13 he died in
Mercer’s Hospital.

“He had put his heart and soul into rejuvenating this place.
There was a terrible shortage of paint in Dublin at that time,
and Dublin was a very grey place, but he had painted it up
because it had been closed for the best part of six months. It
took its toll, as he was only 61 when he died.

“My mother took over for a couple of years, but she died
when I was 16 and, as a result, I took over and have been here
since. My son, Paul Jr, worked with me for 10 years, and now
he is running his own shoemaking business in Enniscorthy, and
it’s thriving, thank God.

“When he moved to Wexford, I kept the shop open six days
a week for two years, but I ended up in hospital and the doctor
told me to cut back or else, so I now open Tuesday to Friday

from two till five. Fortunately, I bought the premises when I had
the chance, otherwise I wouldn’t be able to afford the rent they
are charging on Main Street now.”

Among the customers Paul has served were former British
and Dutch ambassadors, but the most important customer by
far was his wife Flo. “I met her in the shop and love

blossomed,” he says. “I kept it in the family
by marrying one of my own customers 54
years ago.”

Blessed with two boys, Paul and John,
and one girl, Carole, who are now living in Enniscorthy, Kilcock
and Toronto respectively, they see their seven grandchildren
regularly, although Grandad admits: “I wouldn’t be all that
enamoured with Canada.”

Living in the shadow of Holy Cross, Paul remarks: “My
mother used to say ‘the nearest the church the furthest from
God’, but she was very devout and was a regular in Mount
Argus, while my father was a member of the habited branch of
the Passionist order.

“I sit in my usual front left centre aisle position every
Sunday, because I like to know what’s going on. I haven’t been
very involved, but the late Goula Conway used to get me to
hang up the odd banner for the 40 Hours Adoration –
probably because she couldn’t get anyone else!”

Paul has witnessed phenomenal changes in his 61 years in
charge of Campbell’s Corner, and has a typically droll way of
looking at his life’s work – “I’m trying to put the people of
Dundrum back on their feet.” 

PROFILE:                                                                                                               PAUL CAMPBELL

Paul has served former British 
and Dutch ambassadors
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WHEN it comes to vocations to the
enclosed order at Roebuck Carmel, Sr
Anne from Tipperary, made it clear: “The
Lord doesn’t call the equipped, but he
equips the called.” He also works in
mysterious ways, for three of the four
sisters in Roebuck regard themselves as
‘transfers’ or ‘converts’ from active
orders – two from the Mercy Sisters and
one from the Ursulines. Each of them
were happy in their original order, but the
Lord kept at them until they answered
His call to Carmel.

As Sr. Maria, also from Tipperary, tells it “There was a battle
within my heart. I felt deeply drawn to this way of life but at the
same time I did not want it. However, nothing could deaden the
persistence of God’s call and I came to realise that those very
happy years as an Ursuline sister were really preparing me for
Carmel.”  Sr. Anne’s experience was slightly different in that, as
she puts it, “I always had it that I’d like to be a Carmelite, and
when the Lord said I was ready, the Mercy Sisters said they felt
privileged they had brought me to this.”

So what is it about the order that makes it so attractive?  Sr
Teresa from up the road in Goatstown, a Carmelite ‘lifer’,
explained: “It is a life of prayer for the Church and for the world.
The enclosed order gives us the space we need for this prayer.
Each day is broken up with periods of prayer in common. We
arrange the times of prayer first and everything fits in around that.

“No matter what you are qualified
at you will find use for it in a convent.
No two days are ever the same. You
will never get bored, and you are
never more in touch with reality
because you have time to see and
note things, and are not just obsessed
with your immediate surroundings.”

Sr Regina from Carlow was
happily working as a Mercy nun,
nursing the elderly and feeling fulfilled
“and this call came to me suddenly
after a retreat in Manresa. One priest

told me to stay where I was, but as the days went on it got worse
and I went to another priest who said ‘you can’t let it go’ and
later said ‘go ahead till you’re stopped’. That was May 1980, and I
entered the following April.”

Their work is making altar breads, and the day reflects family
life, with housework, recreation, reading, study, private devotions
and meditation. They are also in touch with the public, who come
to Mass (7.30 Monday to Friday; 8.30 Saturday), and make
requests for prayers. “Every day we get lots of letters and emails
and everyone is answered,” said Sr. Teresa. 

At present the order has eight young women in formation in
Ireland. As two of the four nuns in Roebuck were helped by
reading articles in the Irish Catholic and the Sunday Independent,
who knows but someone else might be helped by reading this
little piece?   Their website is www.roebuckcarmel.com:

POPE FRANCIS in Laudato Si drew attention to the degradation
of our home planet, urging each of us to take practical actions to
reverse this trend. But what impact can my action have on such
major problems. Maybe not a lot, but taken together with those
of others the result may be remarkable.  

Remember the humble bee and his cousins. Think of the
incredible impact these little fellows have by enabling so many
plant species worldwide to flourish by pollinating them while
searching for tiny drops of nectar.  It is estimated that this ‘service’
is worth over £7 million per annum for apples in Northern
Ireland, and €3.9 million for oilseed rape in the Republic. 

Tradition has it that the bee was the only species that got out
of the Garden of Eden untainted by the goings on there.  Sadly
they now seem to be in trouble everywhere and, with their being
in trouble’ we humans are also in trouble.  

Bee pollination is incredibly important and a decline in the bee
population will bring a critical change in the world’s vegetation.
Alarmingly, in Ireland alone, one third of our 98 bee species are
threatened with extinction.  This gives great concern for the
production of many of our vegetable and fruit crops and flowers 

The good news is that Ireland is one of the first European
Countries to establish an all Ireland national strategy bringing
together some 68 governmental and non-governmental
organisations who have committed to 81 actions to make Ireland
pollinator friendly. 

The big actions are for public bodies – delaying trimming of
hedges and verges along transport routes, developing parks,
amending practice in farming & golf clubs and Green Schools. But
the plan, like Pope Francis, wants you and me, here in Dundrum,
to take our action to help our planet!

One easy peasy action - make our gardens into attractive pit-
stops for bees!  Weak bees will benefit from having local sources
enhanced if we choose to plant ‘bee friendly’ plants, trees, shrubs
and flowers.  Not only has Dublin a shortage of houses but the
solitary bees who, apart from the honey bees, do a vast amount
of the work need homes too! You can supply them.  Ask for
advice on ‘Bee friendly’ plants from your garden plant supplier –
make sure you have some for early spring and late autumn when
flowering plants are less prolific. And check also
www.biodiversityireland.ie for more ideas.  

2015 YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE: ROEBUCK CARMEL

“A life of prayer for the Church and for the world”

BEFRIEND A BEE! 
Make Dundrum pollinator rich
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DO YOU NEED 
OUR HELP?

Ring 01 8550022. or call your local conference on 085 7240889
●● Are you struggling with finance: education

costs, utility bills, household bills or loan
repayments? 

●● Do you need help at Christmas? 
●● Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of a

friendly ear? 
We are here to listen, to provide support and
friendship and to help you. Confidentiality is
central to our work.

CAN YOU HELP US?
Our Annual Collection will take place on Saturday 12th and Sunday
13th December at all Masses. Donations may also be made to –
Holy Cross Dundrum Conference SVP, c/o Parish Office, 
1A, Ballinteer Road, Dublin 16. Please help us to help others.

WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW!

Morning Prayer in Church
NOT MANY parishioners realise that the ancient Morning
Prayer from the Divine Office has been faithfully
celebrated in Holy Cross Church for the past thirty years
from when it was introduced by a parish group at the
request of Fr. Martin Murnaghan, a Curate here at the
time.  

He was responding to the directive of the Vatican ll
document on Sacred Liturgy stating that:  “The laity, too,
are encouraged to recite the Divine Office either with
priests, or among themselves, or even individually” and “All
who take part in the Divine Office are not only performing
a duty for the church but they are also sharing in what is
the greatest honour for Christ’s Bride; for by offering
these praises to God they are standing before God’s
throne in the name of the Church, their Mother”.

Morning Prayer consists of Psalms, a short scripture
reading and intercessory prayers which takes about 15
minutes. It starts at 10am, Monday to Friday which allows
for a pause for reflection before Mass starts at 10.30 am.
The Office for the Dead is always said on the days when
there is a funeral in the church.

The group would love if some parishioners would join
them before Our Lady’s Altar, even occasionally, as their
numbers are reducing.

LANCE GROSSMAN
GOLDSMITH EST. 1986.

1 Upper Kilmacud Rd., Dundrum Dublin 14
Tel. 01 298 2154  Fax 01 296 5272

We Wish All Our Customers A Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year

● Diamond Set Jewellery in 18 Carat Gold  
& Platinum

● Pearls
● Diamond Set Wedding Bands
● Full Range of Unique Silver Jewellery
● Full Repair & Remodelling Service
● Fast, Professional, Personal.

At a price you can afford

15% discount with this Advert until 31/12/15
Email:lance@lancegrossman.ie       www.lancegrossman.ie
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THE long evenings, the fire
crackling, the twinkling lights and
the cold crisp air….it has to be
Christmas! 

As I stroll down Main Street
wrapped up in warm clothes, I am
reminded of how lucky I am not to
be living out in the cold. 

As I pass my local church,
carolers are singing and raising
money for charities at this time of
giving. 

When I reach my house, I unlock
the door and feel a burst of warm air. 

As I dash to the kitchen to finish
my last hamper for charity: I knew I
had to make this one special. 

The doorbell rings, I am greeted
by my family and friends. I am in shock. I completely forgot I was
having them over for dinner before Mass. It was a good thing
they all brought some food for the meal! 

I set the table and we dine together. We laugh and share our

favourite Christmas memories
before heading to church for the
9pm mass. 

The children’s choir performs
the Nativity which has clearly been
practised many times. The priest
speaks about the birth of Jesus and
we are reminded of the true
meaning of Christmas. 

We return home, slip on our
pyjamas and snuggle up on the
couch and watch Christmas movies.
Then we scramble up the stairs and
eventually doze off to sleep. 

I awake unusually early from my
slumber and dart downstairs to find
an abundance of presents piled
under the Christmas tree. 

Later we sit down for a ginormous Christmas feast. We are
full to the brim. I think of all the people who are not blessed
with the luxuries I have and hope in my heart that everyone
experiences a little bit of Christmas magic sometime. 

WHAT I WILL DO FOR CHRISTMAS
Harvey Gaughran, Rang a 6, Holy Cross NS, tells of his family Christmas tradition

CHRISTMAS means a lot to me because I was
born on Christmas Eve. My Christmas is
mainly based around the way my mother
celebrated Christmas. The main focus of our
Christmas is family. We don’t rush downstairs
and open our presents. Instead, we have
breakfast together and then wait until we are
called into the Christmas room. This is what
my mum did when she was a little girl. I think
it’s good to take the focus off presents, even

though it’s hard to wait!
As I have gotten older I appreciate that Christmas is about

family, appreciating all the good things in my life and celebrating
the birth of Jesus. I like to spend time with those I care about
and not just thinking about what I am getting. Our local church,
Holy Cross, is always decorated in a lovely way and that makes
it extra special.

At our school, lots of children make cribs at home with their
families. We all then bring our home-made cribs into the school
hall. It is wonderful to see about fifty cribs all in one display! 

I also think about others who are not as blessed as me. The
news is full of people who are homeless or poor or just
struggling. Some of them are kids, just like me. So I know I am
blessed, and that means a lot to me

It has to be Christmas!
Christmas by Georgie, Niamh and Maya, 6th Class Notre Dame Junior School 

WHAT I WILL DO FOR CHRISTMAS
Hannah Wagner Coffey, 3rd Year, Notre Dame Senior School anticipates Christmas

SCHOOL finishes on December 23rd; only
two days later it will be Christmas Day, the
birth of Jesus. On Christmas Eve I will attend
the evening Mass in Dundrum with my family,
as I do every year. It is a very special Mass and
I love to see the younger children in the
parish acting out the Nativity Play.

The weeks leading up to Christmas are
usually very busy for people hustling and
bustling about buying last minute Christmas
presents. People sometimes forget what Christmas is really
about.  I always remember a song from primary school, our
singing teacher taught us, called ‘Christmas isn’t Christmas’. This
song reminds me what Christmas is really about and every year
the primary school sing that song and it’s one of my favourites.

Traditions are a big thing too. I like to watch all the

Christmas movies and eat mince pies and
decorate the tree. I love doing these things
because I do them with my family and
friends. Christmas is a great time of year to
get together with friends and family. Another
of my favourite things to do is put Jesus in
the crib on Christmas Day. On Christmas
Eve I always go to see the crib in Dundrum
church as it is fantastic and a really beautiful
sight.

On Christmas Day all my family come over and we have
Christmas dinner and we say a prayer to thank God for all that
we have as we know that there are less fortunate people out
there that cannot spend Christmas with their family. This
Christmas I think of and pray for all the people who won’t be
spending Christmas with their family this year.

OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN LOOK FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS

Maya Al Khourie, Niamh Guiney and Georgie Fottreu
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Christmas Time is About Family
Anna, 4th Class, Our Lady’s Grove Primary, looks to Christmas

SOMETHING tells me that this Christmas is going to be the best ever. I am very lucky
that my family are taking a trip of a lifetime to Lapland to see the real Santa. I’m so
excited that sometimes I can’t breathe ! If anyone in my class wants to give me their
Santa letters I will hand deliver them to Santa and his elves.

Over our Christmas holidays from school we spend a lot of time with our family and
relations, and I am very lucky to have such a great family. I especially love to join my
cousins for Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. It’s a really special Mass and the hymns are
beautiful. Before my Grandad got sick we always took him to this Mass with us.

After Santa has arrived on Christmas morning we travel to Galway to see my other
Granny and Grandad. It can be very busy but I love getting to see everyone. We are very
lucky and I know that there are other children who are not as lucky as me. I hope
everyone can have the best Christmas possible and be as happy as can be. Merry
Christmas! 

OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN LOOK FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS

Eleanor's Christmas tree 

RECRUITING HOMECARE
ASSISTANTS IN 
YOUR AREA

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP
SOMEONE’S FAMILY 
MEMBERS STAY 
AT HOME?

WE CARE, DO YOU?WE CARE, DO YOU?

RECRUITING HOMECARE
ASSISTANTS IN 
YOUR AREA

ARE YOU:
● Flexible ● Driver desirable
● Caring ● QQI/Fetac Qualified*
*QQI qualified or willing to commence QQI course prior to commencing employment

Cúpla Focal

Lasfaidh mé coinneal na Nollag,
Agus cuirfidh mé í san fhuinneog,

Ag fáiltiú roimh Mhuire is an Leanbh,
A rugadh sa stábla fadó.

I will light the Christmas candle,
And put it in the window,

To welcome Mary and the Child,
Who was born in the stable long ago.

COINNEAL NA NOLLAG    THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE
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THERE have been only 26 Jubilee years –
Holy Years – such as the current “Year of
Mercy” since the first, some 700 years
ago. They call the faithful to receive
special blessings and pardon for
forgiveness for their sins.  Pilgrimages to
special locations are promoted, with the
most powerful physical symbol being the
opening of the Holy Door to St Peter’s
which is kept sealed shut between Jubilee
Years.  

Opened by the Pope Francis on 8
December, he declared it “A Door of
Mercy” and that anyone who enters “will
experience the love of God who
consoles, pardons, and instils hope.”
Francis wants the Church to reach out to

every man and woman, bringing the
goodness and tenderness of God so that
all can live lives filled with love and mercy.

The logo for the year is rich in
symbolism illustrating what the Year is all
about. God the Good Shepherd touches
the flesh of humanity.  But look at
Christ’s eyes! Christ sees with the eyes
of man, and man with the eyes of Christ
- calling to mind the two natures of
Christ, divine and human. The colours of
the three concentric ovals get
progressively lighter suggesting the
movement of Christ carrying humanity
out of the night of sin and death and
doing so with a love that brings us the
power to change our lives.

Year of Mercy to change lives.

The Odour of Sanctity - Incense
ON ENTERING Catholic churches as a boy I
was immediately aware of what an elderly Jesuit
described, with a twinkle in his eye, as the
“Odour of Sanctity” - the pervasive scent of
incense remaining after the weekly High Mass,
Benediction or Funerals.  This warm aroma
distinguished the Catholic from the Protestant
churches which always seemed slightly damp and
cold.

A special duty for an altar boy was to maintain a gentle
rhythmic swing of the Thurible so it gave off gentle puffs of
aromatic smoke throughout the ceremonies which permeated
all the corners of the church.  I can still hear the clank of the
thurible on its chains when swung up in blessing – incensing the
Celebrant, the Deacon, the congregation, the Gospels, the
Blessed Sacrament and the coffin.  Always done in groups of
three swings (representing the Blessed Trinity).

Like the altar and the sanctuary lamp, our use of incense
goes back to the time of Moses and the instructions for the
worship of God at Mount Sinai including  specification for the
ingredients of incense: “Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha,

and galbanum, sweet spices with pure
frankincense and make an incense blended and
seasoned with salt pure and holy.”

The smoke of incense is interpreted by the
Western Catholic and Eastern Christian
churches as representing the prayers of the
faithful rising to heaven, as Psalm 141 puts it: "Let
my prayer be directed as incense in thy sight: the
lifting up of my hands, as evening sacrifice."

Incense is integral to the blessing of the Pascal Candle at
Easter, especially with five grains of incense being inserted into
the candle in the shape of a cross to recall the spices used to
prepare His Sacred Body for the tomb, and the five wounds in
His hands, feet, and side.

Incense has been important in religious rituals world wide
over the centuries and for many individuals today seeking a
spiritual ambiance not related to any particular belief.  Aromatic
candles, oils and incense sticks are increasingly popular and
there seems to be a physical / spiritual response to the ritual
burning of the basic substances that resonates with some deep
seated feeling of calm and peace and otherworldliness.

ROSEMOUNT FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS
Serving the Dundrum Area

WHAT a busy year it’s been in
the Resource Centre as we
continue to expand our
services for all in the Dundrum

area.  Here is a small sample of what we offer:-
Our After Schools Programme for local primary school
children was re-launched in September helping children with
their homework but there is always time for some fun & games.
Affordable Grinds in English, Geography, Maths and
Biology are available to local exam year students. To access our
grinds in 2016, contact Iolanda.
A Parenting Course in the New Year “Parenting 0-12 Years”
is for parents with young children and will cover a wide range
of topics including building a better relationship with your child,
dealing with difficult behaviour and mindful parenting. For more
information or registration contact Louise.

Our Social Club had their annual Christmas Lunch on 25th
November.  After a busy schedule of activities in 2015 their
committee are now planning for 2016.  Any suggestions or
ideas? Please contact Ann at 2166131.
As part of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Co Co’s Festival of
Inclusion in October we hosted a holistic morning.  Special
thanks to Reiki practitioners from Angelic Pearls who
volunteered their services and provided complimentary Reiki
sessions for local people.  
There was a Mid -Term Break Halloween Camp for local
children who enjoyed pumpkin carving, arts and crafts,
traditional Halloween Games and more.  Again thanks to our
wonderful volunteers & local Community Gardaí who made
the camp a spooktacular success!
We are at 3 Waldemar Terrace, tel 216 6131 or email
frcrosemount@gmail.com

Year of Mercy to change lives.
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SURPRISED?  Well, in 1981 UNESCO
designated the North Bull Island as a
Biosphere Reserve due to its
internationally important habitats
and wildlife.  As its recreational
activities intensified, appreciation
grew of the need to manage the
Island’s resources.  Also, other
important wetlands - Sandymount
Strand and Tolka Estuary – were
added as special ‘Ramsar’ sites to
ensure the protection of their water
quality and biodiversity.

Realising the need to take account
of this wider context so as to
support their sustainable
development, the concept of a
Biosphere evolved to include not just
the actual areas of ecological and
landscape value but the whole area
around them with the communities
that live and work within the area.

The Dublin Bay Biosphere now
covers not only all of Dublin Bay,
reflecting its significant
environmental, economic, cultural and tourism importance but
also areas of Fingal, Dublin City and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown.
It extends over 300 km2 with some 300,000 people. Uniquely,
it is the only Biosphere Reserve worldwide which includes a
substantial area of a national capital city.

The western boundary cuts into
our parish as it has been delineated
to run parallel with the Dundrum
Road including Annaville Park,
Sommerville, Rosemount and some
of Taney Park and Airfield. In effect,
the eastern part of Dundrum is part
of Dublin Bay!  

To provide comprehensive
coordinated management and
ensure positive conservation action
over this area, the new Dublin Bay
Biosphere Partnership has been
established “to pool resources,
expertise and enthusiasm, deepen
understanding and manage better. It
will draw together all the elements
in the bay – birds, commerce, marine
life, recreation – and deepen our
understanding”. This will demand
real work, including our inputs.

The Partnership, centred in
Dublin City, includes Fingal Co. Co,
the Dublin Port Company, Dún
Laoghaire-Rathdown, and the

National Parks & Wildlife Service of the Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht. It is to work with community
groups, NGOs, local businesses and schools, and individuals can
actively take part in many ways, so check out the website:
www.dublinbaybiosphere.ie.

DUNDRUM IS PART OF DUBLIN BAY!

56 MAIN STREET DUNDRUM
Open 9 am – 7 pm Monday to Friday

9 am – 6 pm Saturday

Phone 298 7337 Fax 298 8042

Haven Pharmacy Haven Pharmacy
Beacon Farmers 
Unit 34 The Mall Leopardstown Valley S. C.
Sandyford Ballyogan Road
Dublin 18 Dublin 18
Phone 293 0155 Phone 294 1002
Fax 293 1056 Fax 294 1653

Haven Pharmacy Farmers
you’re in expert hands
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Colour in Help Daddy or
Mummy Make 

your own
Shortbread

Fingers!
Yummy and easy peasy – no rolling or cutting out!

430 gr Flour 195 gr Caster Sugar
90 gr Rice Flour 350 gr Butter, cubed
(Rice flour is readily available in health food shops).
1 x Swiss Roll tin – lined with greaseproof paper.

Sieve flour, caster sugar and rice flour together.  
Put into mixer with cubed butter.

Whiz until mix is like fine breadcrumb. 
Don’t over mix. 

Press the mixture into tin. 
Ensure edges and corners are packed tightly –

(To avoid burning during baking). 
Smooth top with rolling pin to ensure

smoothness.
Get Daddy or Mummy to place in pre heated oven

c150º
Bake for c 50 minutes until lightly browned.

When baked get Daddy or Mummy to take from
oven and cut into even fingers while still warm. 

You should have 60 fingers of delicious
Shortbread.






