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CONTACT CELEBRATION – CEILIÚRADH  WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
News, articles, comments, suggestions, tell us about things to Celebrate

Celebration Email: celebrationmagazine@gmail.com
Cover: See page 8

INCREASINGLY global warming, its causes and consequences, have been the subject of heated debate in the United Nations and
elsewhere. It is now certain, global warming is happening and its effects are and will hit the poorest peoples hardest. Ban Ki-moon,
United Nations secretary general has declared:  “We are the first generation that can end poverty, but the last that can take steps
to avoid the worst impact of climate change.”  These issues are behind Pope Francis’s decision to issue an encyclical on the
environment shortly. It is eagerly awaited throughout the world.

In the past, debates and possible solutions have too often been scuttled by national / sectional interests contending that
changing their status quo will hinder the economic progress of developing countries and unnecessarily curtail the standard of living
in the developed world. However, spurred on by Pope Francis’s concerns for the poor and care for creation, scientific research is
demonstrating that the pursuit of purely economic growth by richer countries is leading to exploitation of natural resources and
contributing to a growing abyss between the richest and poorest in the world. 

It has been claimed that Francis may be the one figure that can resolve the differing forces. The extraordinary interest and
respect by people worldwide in Pope Francis have made him a truly global figure which may well create a popular dynamic that
will force sectional interests and governments to think again. His forthcoming encyclical on the environment may be one of the
most important documents in the history of the world. Pray he will be inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Will Francis Inspire Environmental Action?

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
Holy Cross Parish Office, 1a Ballinteer Rd D16
For parish information, Parish Group contacts and baptism and wedding certificates
OFFICE IS OPEN MON. TO FRI. 9.30 TO 12.30. Phone 2983494
Parish Office Email: parishofficedundrum@gmail.com 
Parish Website: www.holycrossdundrum.org Contains parish information including Mass
times, weekly Notices, copies of Monthly Newsletter and quarterly Parish Magazine Celebration
– Ceiliúradh and a range of Links. 

Celebration – Ceiliúradh
A Time of Listening

OVER the last months our parish working group have been
involved in two important listening exercises which we report
on in detail. 

The first; their engagement with representative parish
groups to discuss Archbishop Diarmuid Martin’s invitation to
respond to the document produced after last year’s
Extraordinary Synod on the Family. The responses about
marriage and the family were very real and you can read about
it on page 4.

The second listening exercise; The Big Dundrum Survey has
been completed by 695 people either online or in the church.
The aim of the survey was to listen to the people of our
community and to find out what their needs are at a community,
parish and individual level. While most people are happy with
their experience of our parish, there are some exciting ideas
and constructive criticisms. We are very grateful to people for
their honesty and openness in responding to the survey.

The group plan is working on a summary of the survey.  The
findings will be an important resource in identifying directions
for our new Parish Pastoral Council. You can find out more
about the Parish Pastoral Council on Page 3 opposite. 

In all our many parish activities let us be guided by the Holy
Spirit as in the words of Pope Francis ‘we aspire to a Church
full of enthusiasm and vitality with doors wide open to all.’

PARISH TEAM 
Fr. John Bracken Co-PP Tel: 298 3557 / 087 112 0457 
Fr. Kieran McDermott Co-PP  Tel: 298 4348 
Monsignor Donal O' Doherty (retired) Tel: 298 5264 
Permanent Deacon: Gabriel Corcoran 

Our Parish is part of the Team Ministry / Pastoral 
Area of Dundrum, Ballinteer & Meadowbrook Parishes

Owner
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What is the Parish Pastoral Council?
The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is the consultative
leadership group through which priests and people work
together to build a vibrant Christian community
characterised by prayer, hospitality, mission and
evangelisation. 

A typical PPC has 10 -14 members and is broadly
representative of age, gender, variety of gifts and talents
of the parishioners. Although not involved in the day-to-
day administration of the parish, the PPC plays a vital and
collaborative role in discerning and planning for the
pastoral and spiritual needs of the parish. 

The PPC shares responsibility for building the parish
into a vibrant faith community. Its focus is on the four
pillars of parish life: Prayer and Liturgy, Building
Community, Educating in Faith and Reaching
out/Working for Justice. 

What does the Parish Pastoral Council do?

•  Listens to needs of the parish.
•  Builds a welcoming, vibrant parish community.
•  Enables others to use their gifts in the service of God

and the mission of the parish.
•  Proactively develops structures to effectively use gifts

and resources. 
•  Prayerfully discerns and plans the future direction of

the parish.

•  Reviews the life, plans and activities of the PPC and the
parish in the light of the mission of the parish.

•  Connects with the local pastoral area, deanery and
diocese.

Who serves on the Parish Pastoral Council?

Parishioners who have an enthusiasm and openness
about the future direction of the parish and the Church.
By way of example, a PPC needs people of vision, people
involved, people of prayer, people who listen, quiet
reflective people, people who bring out the best in
others, people who are new to faith/parish, people who
are easy to work with and work towards consensus.

Structure & Operation of the Parish Pastoral
Council?

•  Along with parish clergy (currently 3), 7– 11
parishioners serve on the PPC.

•  The term of office is normally between 2 -4 years.
•  Directed by Diocesan guidelines and best practice.
•  9 monthly meetings and some further time depending

on the projects undertaken.

Currently, our Pastoral Working Group is preparing to
guide our parish in prayerful discernment towards the
formation of our new PPC. 
Come, Holy Spirit , fill the hearts of your faithful.
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ARCHBISHOP Diarmuid Martin invited parishes to take part in a diocesan wide discussion process in advance of the Synod of the
Family this year, which he will attend. Our parish pastoral working group, decided that the best way to respond was to set up focus
groups of parents of school-going children and parents of adult families. The three groups included people who had Church weddings,
those who had civil ceremonies and those who had not married but had children – a true representation of the different types of
relationships in our society today.

Rather than try to respond to all 40 discussion questions the groups focused on:  The Sacrament of Marriage;  Preparation for
Marriage; Passing on our Faith to our Children and Perception of Church attitudes to gay relationships.

A summary of the conclusions will inform the consolidated report of the Irish Church to be incorporated in the formal working
document of the Synod. 

CONCLUSIONS
The Sacrament of Marriage
WHILE people understand that marriage means commitment and partnership - as one person put it ‘someone having your back’ -
there is very little understanding of the sacramental element of marriage and why it would be important to be married in Church.
Some people did speak of the grace that comes with the sacrament and sustains couples in times of difficulty, but most were very
vague about what marriage in Church means, outside of the beauty of the ceremony and the tradition involved. Nevertheless, those
who had civil ceremonies would all have preferred to have a Church wedding, and even those in the older age group felt divorced
people or people in second relationships should be allowed remarry in Church. 

Many people feel the Church is divorced from the realities of marriage and that better communication is needed. A suggestion was
put forward that homilies could be used more to introduce a supportive and relevant attitude to marriage. 

While most people had heard of Accord, they knew very little about the services provided and felt they needed to be publicised
more. Apart from Accord, the groups could not think of any example of how the Church supports married couples.

Marriage Preparation
IN GENERAL the groups were very positive in relation to pre-marriage courses. They felt they covered a broad range of relevant and
practical topics very well but some felt the Church was divorced from reality in relation to contraception and that this is an area that
could be covered more broadly and knowledgeably. The groups suggested that there should be presentations from younger married
couples who are more in touch with the realities of family life and that there should be more turnover in the people making the
presentations. 

They also suggested that there should be more emphasis placed on the joys of marriage, rather than on the difficulties which may
arise, and that there should be an emphasis on marriage as the best place to rear children. 

Passing on the Faith
THE groups demonstrated that parents have very little confidence in speaking of their faith with their children, whereas the older
group (some of whom were grandparents) felt they had done a good job of planting the seeds of faith in their own children and while
their adult children may not go to Mass regularly, nevertheless they were very moral people who did pray and they had a belief in
God, and they felt they would return to the Church at some point. Grandparents were also involved in passing on the faith to their
grandchildren, as they had to their own children.

Because of their lack of confidence in speaking of their faith, young parents were happy to depend on the school or the parish to
educate their children in the faith, whereas the older age group feel that there is too much emphasis on the First Communion and
Confirmation programmes in the schools and that more faith development needs to take place outside of schools for both young
parents and their children. 

Many young parents may not have given any thought to their faith since their wedding day and many are relying on re-learning from
their primary school children. Children can open up a discussion and a way back into the church for parents. Parents feel the Church
needs to communicated better . They have many questions and no answers,e.g Why are there no female deacons? Why do godparents
have to be over 16? Why do priests differ in their opinions on controversial topics?

The Church can take the opportunity to reach out to young parents when they present their children for Baptsm.

Inclusion of Gay people in our parish community
MOST people are very uncertain of the Church’s position on gay people, especially in relation to receiving the sacraments, and feel
the Church message is very inconsistent – varying from priest to priest. They would like to understand the Church’s stance and their
reasoning and feel this needs to be communicated better. Every person in these groups felt gay people and their children should be
welcomed into the Church and be able to take part in the Sacraments. The only deviation from this view is in relation to the sacrament
of marriage, with some people agreeing that gay people should be able to marry and some feeling marriage must be between a man
and a woman.

In society as a whole there is now an openness and acceptance of gay relationships and people feel that this should be mirrored
in the Church, but there is not this universal openness in our Church. Not just in relation to gay relationships but in general, what
our church needs is ‘gate openers’ not ‘perfect people’.

Communication
BETTER communication is one of the greatest needs in the Church, using relevant media, but people also feel verbal communication
is very important and that priests should speak a language they can understand and relate to. People learn best from simple stories,
in everyday language and the groups feel that Pope Francis has gone a long way in this respect.

SYNOD ON THE FAMILY: A HOLY CROSS PARISH RESPONSE
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BOOK REVIEW
The Little Book of Dundrum

Hugh Oram, The History Press Ireland

THIS is not just a little book but a quirky
little gem and a great read for anyone
who is interested in the history of
Dundrum and the surrounding area. Hugh
Oram, its author, is very well known as a
freelance features journalist, historian and
author. He has contributed to many
national newspapers and magazines as
well as to almost seventy books.

The Dundrum book contains a wealth
of facts (Not all accurate!) about the

village and the surrounding countryside. Information about past
historic places and people, and contemporary Dundrum is
illustrated by black and white sketches - and a somewhat
eccentric map of Dundrum! It mentions events such as the
Tour de France, the construction of the Luas Bridge and the
opening of the new Town Centre, events which occurred within
the lifetimes of most of us. 

This is not really a book to read from cover to cover. It is a
book for ‘dipping in to’ from time to time and there is rarely a
dull page or a piece which would not be of interest to anyone
living in the parish or originally from the locality. There is also
information here on a wide variety of famous locals such as
William Dargan, the father of the Irish Railways, Joe Daly a
village institution, Charles Mitchell the former RTE newsreader,
once a household name, and many more.

“Samhradh, samhradh”
– Cúpla focal

OÍCHE FHÉILE EOIN (St John’s Eve)
the 23rd June is approaching - bonfires
will be lit throughout Ireland to mark
the Nativity of John the Baptist and the
longest nights of the year, and to ask
blessings on crops. The medicinal herb,
St John’s Wort, comes into flower at
this time. Its scientific Irish name is
beathnua but its traditional names are
more interesting - luibh Eoin Baiste
(John the Baptist’s herb), lus na
Maighdine Muire (the Virgin Mary’s plant), allas Muire (Mary’s
perspiration!) and finally, beart ascaill Cholmchille (the armpit
package of Colmcille) – Scottish Gaelic tradition holds that,
because of his devotion to St John the Baptist, Colmcille always
had St John’s Wort folded into his clothing under his left armpit! 

Muire is found in the names of our native flora and fauna,
sometimes corresponding to ‘lady’ / ‘Our Lady’ in the English
name, e.g. fallaing Mhuire / bratóg Mhuire is lady’s mantle. Creeping
cinquefoil is cúig mhéar Mhuire (Mary’s five fingers), goldilocks
buttercup is gruaig Mhuire (Mary’s hair), crow garlic/wild onion is
gairleog Mhuire (Mary’s garlic) and the sundew is cailís Mhuire
(Mary’s chalice). A ladybird (Our Lady’s bird) is bóín Dé (God’s
little cow) or bóín shamhraidh (summer’s little cow) or cearc
Mhuire (Mary’s hen) or ciaróg na mbeannacht (the beetle of
blessings). 

Enjoy the sun, enjoy the summer and enjoy the wild flowers and
hedgerows which will soon be full of fuchsia, so beautifully called
in Irish, deora Dé (God’s tears). 

LANCE GROSSMAN
GOLDSMITH EST. 1986.

1 Upper Kilmacud Rd., Dundrum Dublin 14
Tel. 01 298 2154  Fax 01 296 5272

Sell your old/ broken Gold / Silver Jewellery
We Will Deal With You in an Honest & 

Confidential Manner.

● Diamond Set Jewellery in 18 Carat Gold  
& Platinum

● Pearls
● Diamond Set Wedding Bands
● Full Range of Unique Silver Jewellery
● Full Repair & Remodelling Service
● Fast, Professional, Personal.

At a price you can afford

10% discount with this Advert.
Email:lance@lancegrossman.ie       www.lancegrossman.ie

Language
Summer Courses

Secondary School Students
French - German -

Spanish
Ballinteer Community 

School, Dublin 16
(French)

22/06/15 - 03/07/15
06/07/15 - 17/07/15

St Killian’s German School,
Dublin 14

(Spanish & German)
08/06/15 - 19/06/15

(01)298 5287
www.lsireland.com
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ONE of Pope Francis’s priorities is
seeking to get rid of complacency in
the Church, wherever it might exist –
starting, as we know, with the Vatican.
But clearly, he wants each of us to get
up off our knees and do more than
pray quietly to bring the Gospel
message wherever we go. As part of
this vision he declared 2015 to be a
year dedicated to the promotion of
consecrated life. He has challenged
the church's religious sisters,
brothers and priests to "wake up the
world" with their testimony of faith,
holiness and hope. 

The particular distinctive
character of a religious congregation
that is at the heart of what it does is
referred to as its ‘charism’ a word
that appears a lot in the process of
meeting the Pope’s challenge. A
charism is part of the heritage of the
community and includes the rule,
mission, history, and traditions of the
congregation - if all its written
records were destroyed, the charism
could be recreated through the lives
of its members. 

But over the years, indeed in some
congregations, over the centuries,
their original charism may have
changed or may be no longer
relevant in today’s world. Pope
Francis wants the congregations to

examine ‘where they are at’, as it
were; to look back to their origins
and history, to listen to what the
Holy Spirit is saying about the
Church today and live the present
with passion and to embrace the
future with hope.

Typically, he acknowledges
difficulties which the various forms
of consecrated life are currently
experiencing: decreasing vocations
and ageing members, particularly in

the Western world; economic
problems arising from the global
financial crisis; the threats posed by
relativism and a sense of isolation
and social irrelevance… But it is
precisely amid these uncertainties,
that we are called to practise the
virtue of hope, “Be not afraid… for I
am with you”. 

Again typically, he goes on: “None
of us should be dour, discontented
and dissatisfied, for ‘a gloomy disciple
is a disciple of gloom’. All of us have
our troubles, our dark nights of the
soul, our disappointments and
infirmities, our experience of slowing
down as we grow older. But in all
these things we should be able to
discover “perfect joy”.

For Francis the effectiveness of
consecrated life doesn’t depend on
the efficiency of its methods. It
depends on “the eloquence of lives
which radiate the joy and beauty of
living the Gospel and following
Christ to the full”.

Francis has words too, for us the
laity, in that, just as the religious
congregations look to ‘wake up the
world with their testimony of faith,
holiness and hope’ so this Year for
Consecrated Life should be a source
of grace to make us more aware of
the gifts we ourselves have received.
Francis asks us to “Celebrate it with
your entire ‘family’, so that you can
grow and respond together to the
promptings of the Spirit in society
today.”
In this and the next issue Celebration
will Profile each of the three religious
congregations in our parish, starting
with The Good Shepherd Sisters.

2015 YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE

Francis has words for us the
laity too

“WE are all so busy with useful but not necessarily essential
concerns that it is easy to forget about the spiritual side of
our nature. And we don’t lead life to the full unless we
cultivate the spiritual as well as the intellectual, emotional,
and aesthetic aspects of our personalities.

The Being who created our Universe does not
communicate with us directly. He seems to require that we
make an effort to find Him. In recent years your Mum and I
have looked for Him through meditation and in the goodness
of other people.

Our ultimate guide for meditation is Our Lord, who
stressed the need for private prayer. He showed the need for
going apart to pray and being mindful of the care God has for
each one of us. Our immediate mentor was an old Jesuit who
blended the traditional Jesuit outlook with Indian meditation
techniques. Through his advice we are occasionally able to
empty our minds of thoughts, worries and emotions and

simply be present before God.
This results in peace of mind, an acceptance of what has

happened and is to happen, and a confidence that, if we really
try to do His Will - as far as we can see what it is - he will
gradually show us the road ahead even more clearly or give
some sign to point us in the right direction. Occasionally a
thought, with no apparent connection to our immediate
worries, will come into our heads and which indicates to us
something to which we should be paying attention.

We have become more conscious of the good in others
and are more ready to see it in people from all sorts of
backgrounds. God principally shows Himself this way, as far
as I am concerned. Each one has to find their own way to
cultivate their link with God. It took us a long time, with
many unsatisfactory starts, but they all led us to where we
are. 

I hope this is helpful; with all my love, Dad.”

Finding a Way to God - a Father’s Letter 
This letter was read recently by his son, now older, at the Father’s funeral Mass in Holy Cross.

Many asked that Celebration reproduce it and the family graciously agreed.

Year of Consecrated Life to “Wake up the World”
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2015 YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE
‘We’ll Never be Redundant’ - the Good Shepherd Order

FOUNDED by French religious St Mary
Euphrasia and St John Eudes, the charism
of the Good Shepherd Order is mercy
and compassion – reaching out to those
on the margins of society, women and
children caught up in areas of poverty,
prostitution and human trafficking.“I
don’t think we’ll ever be redundant,”
says Sr Geraldine. “There’s always a
need. As St John Eudes put it: ‘One
person is more valuable than the whole
world’ and we follow the parable of the
Good Shepherd, going after the lost one.”

In the community in Dundrum, there are three Irish sisters
and two from abroad, one from Sri Lanka and one from
Lebanon, who are doing a degree in development studies in
Kimmage Manor. “Back in their own countries they will help
women where there is violence and poverty. There are a lot of
refugees in the Middle East and chatting with these nuns has
made the issues very real for us in the
community.”

Sr Geraldine describes finding her
vocation as a “process.” She avoided God’s call for a long time,
but a trip to Medjugorje in 1980 had a big impact on her, a
profound effect. “Up to that I suppose I was living my parents’
Faith, but then I realised that God is love and I wanted to give
my life to the mission of God’s love. I looked around for a
couple of years, and when I saw the work of the Good

Shepherd Order I decided that was
where I wanted to be.”

Now she finds herself working with
women in the areas of prostitution and
human trafficking. “We are apostolic
religious so we are focused on mission
and ministry. We have morning and
evening communal prayer, which is an
important part of our lives, and we
attend Mass daily.” A small community
embedded in a housing estate, they link
with the priests of the parish and are

delighted that they are so supportive of their work.
As for the future, Sr Geraldine acknowledges that while the

way they live their mission may change, there will still be a great
need for people to be helped in a very practical way, offering
support through the spirit of the Good Shepherd of care and
compassion and mercy.

“We work with people who often have a stigma attached to
them, but from knowing them, we can’t
judge anyone,” she explains. “We are pro-
active and try to find out who have the

most need and set up the services to help those most
excluded. They are a hidden group, out of the mind of the
policy-makers, and we have to remind them of the structures
that keep women in these situations, women who want to get
out of prostitution”.

Sr. Geraldine (Good Shepherd Sisters)

Medjugorje had a big impact

Sr. Geraldine with Sr. Antoinette from Lebanon.

ONLY €95

Ladies & Gents Hair Salon Above Deveney’s Dundrum.
Tel 298 5208 or 298 3945

OPEN 6 DAYS MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9am till 5-30pm LATE NIGHT THURSDAY & FRIDAY (Last appointment) 7-30

Wash & Blowdry 
20

All Day Every Day

STUDENT WASH, CUT & BLOWDRY 

ONLY €30

GHD OR WAND CURLS 

ONLY €25

UPSTYLES FROM 

ONLY €30
KIDS CUTS WASH, CUT BLOWDRY 

4 to 10 yrs 14.95 10 to 15 yrs 14.95

Full Head Meche
Includes Cut & Blowdry

Professional styling at 
Realistic Prices
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From Glenville Terrace to Weggis, Switzerland
THE VIGIL Mass on Saturday, 3rd January was
for Una Wolf-Brennan whose funeral took
place that day in Switzerland. Few of the
congregation knew anything about her. My
mother played tennis in the 1930s with ‘The
Brennan Sisters’ on a court behind Glenville
Terrace, Main Street. Recently the youngest,
Una, recounted the story of her family and
their coming to Dundrum. Una was a prize
winning singer at many Feiseanna; her
repertoire including Anglo-Irish ballads,
Moore’s Melodies and operatic arias. She
married a Hans Wolf in Holy Cross in 1952. His family had a
hotel, ‘Albana’, in Weggis, Switzerland. While she spent the next
62 years there, Dundrum remained in her heart.

Her father William Brennan, born in Lecarrow, Co.
Roscommon, was apprenticed to Williams (& Woods?) in
Dublin in 1879, when only 14. About 1907 he emigrated to
Canada and his fiancée, Kathleen Hughes of Ranelagh, followed.
They were married in Ontario in June 1908 and then moved to
Yonge Street, Toronto, where one of the largest tea companies
in the world, Salada, was based. Kathleen couldn’t cope with the
Canadian climate so they returned home. In 1911 they were
living with her parents in Ranelagh. Her father worked in
Thomas Henshaws & Co. house furnishings & hardware
merchants, Christchurch Place, and William got a job there.
‘Hardware Merchant Assistant’ is how he described himself.
When Kathleen’s doctor decided she needed “mountain air”
where better to find it than Dundrum, then noted for its air
quality. They moved into “Mimosa”, one of the gate lodges of

Ballawley Park, Sandyford Road.
In 1914, William bought 4 Glenville

Terrace and opened the Salada Tea Co. tea
rooms and a small shop. Their four daughters
were christened in Holy Cross. In 1924 the
tea rooms were closed.

Altered and enlarged the shop reopened
as ‘Brennans’. As Una recalled: “It was listed
as high class confectionary (agent for Fullers,
Roberts, Jacobs, Terrys, Frys, Peek Freans)
stationery, book-seller, newsagent and
tobacconist.” 

Mr.Blair, a Scottish photographer living in Millmount Terrace
near Milltown, was engaged to take photographs of the
Dundrum area for a series of postcards - an invaluable record
of Dundrum 100 years ago.

William installed a generator - the first premises in the
village to have electricity. Following complaints of noise he
made a silencer for it. He bought land between Glenville
Terrace and the Slang for a tennis court which Taney Tennis
Club rented for a while but there were problems of lack of
space behind the baselines and the loss of balls into the river!

William died in 1945 and Kathleen, still remembered by a
few as ‘Salada’ Brennan, continued the shop until 1963 when
she went to Switzerland, to join her daughter, where she died
in 1966. Shortly after it was auctioned the Village Shopping
Centre was built on the site of Glenville House. The shop
continued as ‘Reynolds’ for a while, then ‘Carrs’ and then
‘Spar’. It has now reopened as ‘XL’, bringing some life back to
a Terrace that has seen better days.                        J.L.

SAFEGUARDING is the
term used to describe the
measures taken to create a
safe environment for
children within the Parish.
Dundrum Parish values
and encourages the
participation of children
and young people in all

Church liturgies and parish activities and all that nurtures and
enhances their spiritual, physical, emotional and social
development. It appreciates the generous service of the adults
who facilitate such participation and respects their integrity.

The Parish recognises that all who work with children and
young people have a special duty of care towards them.
Leaders must create a safe environment for children and young
people to secure their protection and enable their full
participation in the life of the Church.

The Parish has committed to putting the following
procedures in place to ensure the welfare and protection of
children and young people together with the welfare of those
who work with them. The welfare of the child is always
paramount. In line with best practice the Parish is committed
to having the following procedures in place.

● A code of conduct for children, young people and all adults
who work with them.

● Procedures for recruiting, overseeing and supporting adult
leaders working with children and young people.

● Training all parish volunteers in best practice for child safe-
guarding.

● Ensuring all volunteers have completed relevant forms and
Garda Vetting.

● Adequate record keeping processes.
Recently the Parish was audited for best practice by the
Diocesan Child Safeguarding Protection Service. In August and
September we will be holding a Child Safeguarding Training
meeting, facilitated by Garry Kehoe, Diocesan Trainer.  All new
and existing volunteers will be required to attend one of these
meetings. Attendance at this meeting will increase our
awareness around Child-Safeguarding in our parish and
community. Adults who work directly with children will be
attending a full-day’s training. 

Ann Savage, Susan Beach. 
Parish Child Safeguarding Representatives

CHILD SAFEGUARDING IN THE PARISH
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THE TABERNACLE, by both name and function,
links us directly back to Moses coming down
from Mt. Sinai clutching the carved
commandments. Moses told the Israelites that
God had provided the detailed specification for a
place of worship they were to build - a
Tabernacle - as a ‘dwelling place’, a visible sign of
God's presence among them. "They shall make
Me a sanctuary and I will dwell in their midst."
The Commandment Tablets were to be kept in
this tabernacle in a cedar box – the ‘Ark of the
Covenant’. 

As the Israelites were still wandering in the
desert, the tabernacle was then a temporary,
tent-like, structure until the building of the Temple when it
became the central feature, the focus of worship and sacrifice
with the Ark and other symbols, reminders of God’s covenant,
within the Holy of Holies.

In the early church, appropriate members of the community
would bring consecrated bread for safe keeping into their
homes to distribute to the sick and others unable to attend the
celebration. With the development of permanent churches, the
Eucharist was ‘reserved’ in the Church in a special container -
often in the form of a gold dove within a small silver tower-like
structure standing or suspended in a special place.

By the thirteenth century, the theology of the Christian
tabernacle as the ‘dwelling place of God’ developed and the
Eucharist was often kept in a decorative cabinet in the wall near
the altar. In the early sixteenth century, the tabernacle became

a secure container on an altar, often a side altar. 
In reaction to the Protestant denial of the

reality and permanence of the Real Presence of
Christ in the Eucharist, the tabernacle became
more prominent - often a feature of the high
altar. Eventually they became larger and more
ornate so much so as to visually dominate the
altar. 

Many of our Churches, built after Catholic
Emancipation, were built in the exuberant Gothic
and Classic Revival styles of architecture and so
in most Catholic Churches before 1965,
including Holy Cross, the tabernacle and the
altar were central elements of an elaborate

architectural feature, a ‘reredos’. Mass was said facing away from
the congregation to the tabernacle. Our Lady’s Altar in Holy
Cross is a small simple example. In the case of our main altar
the brass tabernacle was a separate crowned cylindrical box set
within a central niche where it remains today.

The Second Vatican Council decreed that the celebration of
the Eucharist should be ‘the centre of attention of the whole
congregation of the faithful’ and so, altars should be a simple,
freestanding, focal point. The location and form of the
tabernacle was freed up. But it should have a dignity of form and
place which would facilitate prayer and meditation outside of
Mass. In Holy Cross, the tabernacle was retained in its niche and
the altar brought forward closer to the congregation and
complemented with an Ambo, to dignify the proclamation of 
the Word of God, and a Celebrant’s chair.                 G.McC

The Tabernacle is a Reminder of God’s Covenant

56 MAIN STREET DUNDRUM
Open 9 am – 7 pm Monday to Friday

9 am – 6 pm Saturday

Phone 298 7337 Fax 298 8042

Haven Pharmacy Haven Pharmacy
Beacon Farmers 
Unit 34 The Mall Leopardstown Valley S. C.
Sandyford Ballyogan Road
Dublin 18 Dublin 18
Phone 293 0155 Phone 294 1002
Fax 293 1056 Fax 294 1653

Haven Pharmacy Farmers
you’re in expert hands
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS

ALTHOUGH I only started in Holy Cross School in Fourth Class I
have thoroughly enjoyed my time there. I played Gaelic Football and
Hurling for the first time. I have to say I probably won't be playing in
Croke Park anytime soon but I got the chance to play and even
scored a goal or two. I was also part of the Green Schools
Committee last year when we were presented with our second
green flag. 

The school has a great interest in sports so as well as GAA,
Santry Athletics was a big event – I won’t comment on the results as
the teachers always say that in sports or any game it's the taking part
that counts. But when Sixth Class have their annual game of
Rounders against the teachers they aren't half competitive !

Sixth class from all four parish schools made their Confirmation
in March. Our school sang at the Ceremony of Light and they were
brilliant. From everyone in sixth class we want to say a big thank you
to Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Collins the choir teacher. The choir practised
really hard for the Holy Communion Mass. The Second Class pupils
went through some very tense "X-Factor" auditions to sing a solo or
duet. They were amazing, brilliant! 

Graduation Approaches at Notre Dame Junior School
WE can’t believe how the year has flown by. It’s been an unforgettable one. When we all came into sixth class we were all nervous.
We weren’t sure what it was going to be like on the first day but then we found out we had a fabulous teacher, Ms. Walsh. We
also got a new student Nashira. We all got to know each other and each learnt something new about somebody else. 

Going on our first trip this year was amazing, we all had great fun. Then came Halloween vampires, pink ladies and cats. At
Halloween we held the cake sale. We raised loads of money from selling the delicious homemade cakes and sweets. Then the
excitement of Christmas came and we started practicing for our annual Christmas concert. We were sad that this was our last
Christmas Concert in Notre Dame Junior School. 

We went on our retreat and we all bonded and played games. Our
Confirmation was on its way and we were busy preparing for the day. March
came along and it was our Confirmation Day. Every single one of us looked
stunning with our hair all done up nicely. Chloe and Eve sang beautifully. In
April we went to Fighting Words and wrote a story altogether about Bob the
Dinosaur. It was a great day. 

As our Graduation is approaching we are starting to get sad. We will miss
primary school and the security of it. It only seems like yesterday when we
were starting school for the very first time. In September we will be the babies
once again but we will never forget the wonderful days we spent in Notre
Dame Junior School.

On Leaving Our Lady’s
Grove Junior School

HI! I’m 12 years old and I’m in 6th class. In about 3 months I am
moving to secondary school. I’m really excited to meet new
people and I think I’ll enjoy having different teachers for every
lesson. I’m very curious about what it will be like and I’m lucky that
my brother is in First Year, I’ve been asking him all about it. He says
its great fun and I will love it. 

The only thing I am slightly worried about is the subject
choices. I was asked to pick one subject out of Art, Business
Studies and Home Economics. Seeing as I already do art outside
school, I decided not to do that, but found myself stuck between
the other two. 

I wanted to do Business because my Dad told me it is very useful.
I really wanted to do Home Ec. because it sounds fun and not too
serious. In the end I picked Home Ec but I’m still doubting it.

I’m really glad that most of my friends are going to the same
school as me, but some of my best friends are not. I’m sure we will
keep in touch. I’m a bit worried about moving to secondary school
but I’m mostly curious and excited! I don’t know how it will feel
being the babies of the school again , but I honestly can’t wait. 

Súil Siar agus Céim Ar
Aghaidh 

Authors: Maggie, Sophie, Lauren, Chloe and Laura

A stand-out memory is our trip to The National Ploughing
Championships. We certainly were not expecting such a taste of
rural life – it was unforgettable. 

I am looking forward to secondary school and even though I have
butterflies in my stomach already just thinking about it, I'm sure it
will be great experience overall. I can't wait for August when we start
and I get to meet all of my new class mates. I loved my years in Holy
Cross and hope that new children coming in over the next few years
will like it as much as I did.
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS

TRANSITION year, Notre Dame Secondary School, is involved
with the Young Social Innovators Programme which challenges
young people to look into and highlight for their peers particular
Social problems. For our 2015 project we chose to raise
awareness against the fur industry in Ireland.  We called our
project ‘No Passion Fur Animal Fashion’.  We held various events
to raise money for different charities, for example, we had a
number of bake sales and a pizza day. Altogether we raised €603
which we are going to donate to the charity PAWS which focuses
on helping animals in need. 
To raise awareness for our project we had T-shirts and bracelets
made which we wore on a 5K run in Phoenix Park. We did our

”speak out” in UCD
in front of various
schools and judges. 
We hope all the
actions we carried
out will help to raise
awareness against
the fur industries in
Ireland. We’d like to thank everyone who supported our project
and who donated money through our bake sales and pizza days.
Thanks too to our fellow classmates for putting so much time and
effort into this project and Mr Maher who oversaw it.
We’re really proud of all the work we’ve done and we hope we
made a difference. Rhiann McCarthy and Grace Yarr

‘No Passion Fur Animal Fashion’

ROSEMOUNT FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE 
Support Programmes for all Ages

We have just launched our new look
After Schools Programme for
local children from 2nd to 6th class
providing help with homework, a
healthy snack and suitable activities:
2.45pm / 4.45 pm  Mon. to Thurs.  We
also have a monthly children’s outing:
€10 per week. To register: phone

Louise or Iolanda. There are low cost grinds for exam year students
and a Study Area for secondary school students.

Our Summer Project for local children, from Mon.13th to Friday
24th July to include sports, arts and crafts, field trips, swimming and
family days.  Prices are as last year. Places are limited so register early.

The Social Club offers a chance to socialise with other local
people. This year we visited The National Wax Museum, Little Museum
of Dublin, Helen Dillon’s Garden, Powerscourt and the Botanical
Gardens. If you would like to make some new friends do join us.

Other Supports and Services Include: CV and Job
Application Help - Forms Filling Help - Accessing local family supports
/ services - Counselling supports - Meeting / training facilities for local
groups - Volunteer Centre Outreach - Garda Clinic - Internet access
and photocopying service - Adult Education & I.T. Courses - Craft
Group.

Drop in or call 216 6131 People within our designated catchment
get priority on programmes and services.

DUNDRUM ARTS AND CULTURAL FESTIVAL
June 23rd to June 28th inclusive

This highly popular festival returns to Main Street for its
32nd year providing summer entertainment to the

communities of Dundrum and surroundings.

On Tuesday June 23rd 
There will be a special concert in Holy Cross

Church to raise funds in aid of Prof. John
Crown`s Cancer Research Trust [CCRT]

With The Mornington Singers, St Agnes String Chamber
Orchestra and Ballinteer Male Voice Choir.

All your favourite attractions will be there plus a lively Belgian
folk dance group. Main Street will be closed to vehicular

traffic on Sunday June 28th for our stage which will showcase
many local groups along with the usual Carnival Stalls, Punch

and Judy, Climbing Wall, etc.

Some highlights are The Stephen Roche Cycling
classic, The Irish Night in Dundrum House, The

Hansel and Gretel Opera by the Mill Pond. 
John Lennon is repeating his popular 'Heritage
Walk and talk' and will repeat his 'History of
Dundrum Library' in the Library on Thurs 25.

Programmes available mid June from
Dundrum Library and Dundrum Town Centre.

All Dundrum and District communities are invited to
come and support your local Festival and give your

support to the local traders and sponsors.

Coláiste Naomh Eoin
An Ghaeltacht sa Bhaile

Gaeltacht Summer
Courses

Ballinteer Community School,
Dublin 16.

Sancta Maria College,
Ballyroan, Dublin 16

C.O.I.C.E. Rathmines, Dublin 6

Limited Places
Available

(01) 298 5287
www.ColaisteNaomhEoin.com

Ireland’s 1 
Gaehtacht
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ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED
Support and Friendship

ST VINCENT DE PAUL, is
known as the "Great Apostle
of Charity". The Society
named after him founded in
1833 to help impoverished
people in the slums of Paris is
now in 140 countries. It is
Ireland’s largest, voluntary,
charitable organisation with

11,000 members throughout the country.
Its broad aim is social justice and equality of opportunity for

all citizens and deepening the faith of its members. A practical
approach is followed in dealing with poverty and alleviating its
effects on individuals and families, primarily in person-to-
person contact through a unique system of family or home
visitation.

While providing direct assistance to those in need, caring for
the homeless, providing social housing, operating holiday homes
and other social support activities, the Society also seeks to
promote community self-sufficiency, enabling people to help
themselves. Aid offered by the Society is given in a non-
judgemental spirit, based on the needs of the individual or
family, respecting the dignity of those with whom it deals,
offering support and advice while guiding them towards long-
term self-sufficiency in a relationship of friendship, trust and
confidentiality.

The SVP is among the largest providers of social housing in
Ireland and operates hostels for homeless people in 14 centres
throughout the country. The Society has been supporting
people experiencing homelessness in Back Lane since early
May 1915.

The Holy Cross Conference is a Visitation Conference.
When someone contacts us with a request for help, we

organise for two friendly SVP members to visit them in their
home to discuss their issues of concern. We come in a spirit of
friendship and trust, respecting the dignity of the person or
family we are meeting.  We are there to listen and see what
help or information we can offer - all in a non-judgmental
manner and in the spirit of utmost confidentiality. 

People contact us for many reasons. Some are in arrears
with utility bills which have mounted due to unemployment;
others have been hit by illness and have problems travelling for
treatment. Education related costs can cause worries, while
others may just need advice on where to get needed
information. To ensure that we provide the best support
possible, our volunteers spend time talking with those we visit
so as to fully understand the issues. And so we may be able to
offer some practical or financial assistance towards day to day
essentials, or offer information about other relevant services.

Where appropriate, and with the express permission of the
person or family, we liaise on their behalf with agencies such as
the Community Welfare Officer, MABS (Money Advisory and
Budgeting Service) and the Dundrum Credit Union. We have
also worked with local schools and with the Rosemount Family
Resource Centre where we have responded to requests for
assistance from time to time. 

For families, who may not otherwise have a holiday, we
arrange a week in a holiday home run by the Society in
different parts of the country. During the summer some senior
members of the community will enjoy a time of fun and
enjoyment in Kerdiffstown House, a Society-run venue to
which we also organise transport. 

We meet every Tuesday evening, consider requests received
and organise members to visit, in pairs, those who have made
requests. 
If you need our help, contact the Society on 01 8550022.

HOW FORTUNATE we are, in South Dublin,
to have so many great locations ‘for a day out’
within 30 minutes of Dundrum in the
glorious Wicklow countryside. The most
popular is rightly Powerscourt House,
Demesne, restaurant, shops and Italian and
Japanese Gardens with the backdrop of the
Sugarloaf Mountain. Its  Waterfall Park offers
a simple day of good fun for children. Here,
beside the dramatic waterfall you can picnic and clamber
among the pools and rocks, cross the bridge to the ‘wilderness’
beyond and get joyfully lost for many an hour. The climbing
frames and slides challenge kids of all ages- even some dads
can’t resist the climbing net to ‘rescue a stuck’ offspring!
Despite charges it is well worth it. 

Not far away is a complete contrast. The not so well known,
Kilmacurragh Botanic Gardens are situated just off the N11 –
turn right at the Beehive Pub, Kilbride. It is well signposted.
About 5km on the narrow avenue winds up to the car park at
what was Kilmacurragh house, now derelict due to a series of
fires.  There, at 12noon & 3pm. daily, start free guided walks.
There is no entry charge. 

You can of course take a gentle stroll through the gardens
with their magnificent collection of Rhododendrons. Dating

from the 1850s the collections from Sikkim
Himalaya ensured that Kilmacurragh had the
most complete Rhododendron collection in
Europe - many still surviving. A famous Broad
Walk was laid out with alternating rows of
Irish Yew and Crimson and White
Rhododendrons. Unfortunately some of the
Yew trees are affected by a virus which
arrived in the UK in the 1950’s. A double-

sided herbaceous border promises to be a riot of colour in
summer - even now the Hellebore collection is remarkable.
Nearby are wild meadows with many rare and beautiful plants.

The original lands, granted to a Thomas Acton by Cromwell
in 17th century, remained in the family until the early 1900s. 1st
World War deaths brought three consecutive owners over a
short time and huge death duties placed enormous financial
pressure on the family. After two centuries the Actons left
Kilmacurragh. 

In 1996, a part of the demesne became part of the National
Botanic Gardens of Ireland who have been carefully restoring
the arboretum and gardens. The conversion of the courtyard
stables will allow for a Tea Rooms. Meantime bring a picnic and
enjoy the glorious colours, bird song and the hum of the bees.

K.G.

FANCY AN OUTING?
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LEAVING Cert students spend so much
time buried under mountains of work
and books and exams at this tough time
of year that it is hard to recall what our
wider hopes are beyond our present
concerns. We have to cast our minds
back to a simpler time.

Back in primary school, our hopes and
dreams were far more straight-forward. I,
for one, dreamt of being an archaeologist.
My hopes were dashed when I realised I
wouldn’t get the chance to dig up
dinosaur bones. In a similar vein, Stevie
wanted to be a velociraptor. Lillian
wanted to be a princess who free-lanced
as a doctor. The princess has since hung
up her tiara but Stevie still holds onto
her prehistoric dreams…

Nowadays, we’re so caught up with studies and college
and points that we rarely take time to wonder what we
really want. Ella says all of her hopes and
dreams have died. Primarily, most Leaving
Cert Students want to do well in their
exams and get into college courses they believe will set
them on the career path they’re looking for. In the words
of Mary Poppins, they can’t see past the end of their nose.
Keeping in touch with school friends and starting new

relationships in college are secondary to
the work.

One of my favourite quotes is from
John Lennon: “When I was 5 years old,
my mother always told me that happiness
was the key to life. When I went to
school, they asked me what I wanted to
be when I grew up. I wrote down ‘happy’.
They told me I didn’t understand the
assignment, and I told them they didn’t
understand life.” This is one thing that
people don’t consider enough when
thinking about their future. Ultimately, we
shouldn’t be caught up with what job
we’ll have but what work we’ll do to
improve the world we live in. 

It's for this reason that upon asking my
year group what we want most right now, they took a few
minutes to reply. Of course college is at the forefront of
our minds but we also want to make a difference - to help

change things for the better in whatever
field we end up working.  We want to make
the world a better place for ourselves and

for the generations that follow us. In short, Leaving Cert
students want what everyone else in the world wants: a
bright future, and we believe we're on the way to getting
there.                                   Aisling Ní Fhoghlú

Hopes of Leaving Cert Students 
Notre Dame 6th Year- May 2015

Make a difference
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Windy Arbour’s Playground Campaign
People working together achieve their goal

FOLLOWING our feature on the
new playground near the Dodder,
Shan Kelly told us how the five-year
web campaign for the playground
brought the Windy Arbour
community closer and a great place
for children to play safely.

For many years locals had
campaigned for the replacement of
a playground that had been on the
green on St Columbanus Road in
the 1970s and 1980s. In the absence
of such a play area, Shan took her daughter Grace to
playgrounds around Dublin, but without a car, their trips
took ages and were rather exhausting.

One day she saw kids at the grotto at St Gall’s Gardens,
climbing the wall and swinging on ropes tied to trees –
looked like great fun, but dangerous. So Shan set up a
website promoting the provision of a safe adventure play
ground and spoke to parents she met on the school run.
Support for the playground grew as a steady trickle of
parents and kids joined the site at
<www.windyarbourplayground.webs.com>

Community support came when
the Columbanus & Mulvey
Community Association petitioned
DLR County Council with over
200 signatures; but with little
response. Pressure was maintained
using the website. Then local
politicians came on board. At the
end of 2010, the Parks Department
agreed that there was a need for a
playground and in 2013 the Council
decided on the Patrick Doyle Road

site. Scepticism remained until 2014 when work actually
started!

Shan and local businesses have since set up the Windy
Arbour Village Association (WAVA), a local business
network which partners with residents groups,
organisations and various council departments to make
Windy Arbour a better place for all. This year,  WAVA is
producing a heritage map of the Windy Arbour area.

WAVA is online at www.windyarbour.webs.com and is on
Facebook/WindyArbour Village, 

WHAT does the Dom Marmion Society do? We support
elderly people and those feeling lonely in the Dundrum area.
But how? In our purpose-built ‘house’ beside the County
Council Sandyford Road car park we warmly welcome
members for our regular activities – aerobic exercises,
Mondays; indoor bowling, Tuesdays; bingo, talks or guest singers
or musicians, Wednesdays; bridge Thursday evenings. There is
always time for a cup of tea and a chat. We visit members in
hospitals, nursing homes or at home.

But there is a lot more! In the past year we had a fascinating
trip to the Arboretum, Leighlinbridge, with an evening meal
coming home; an outing to Trim with lunch; and last month we
toured the fascinating, imaginative, quirky, and fun Delta
Sensory Gardens in Carlow. 

Each June we have a Summer Party in Dom Marmion house
with lunch, music, dancing and singing. Our Christmas Party is
in early January with Mass, a full Christmas dinner and more
music and dancing! Members always enjoy the wonderful
annual party organised by the Gardai before Christmas. Each
November we have a Mass celebrated by a relative of blessed
Columba, Fr. Declan Marmion, for deceased members and
friends of the society attended by their families and members
of the Marmion family.

We very much appreciate the help we get from various
people including the priests of the parish, the Order of Malta
who provide an ambulance/minibus on Wednesdays, Holy
Cross School for extra parking, the Gardai and the people of
Dundrum who are so generous with our fund-raising activities.

However, we have a problem – a big one! We badly need
‘younger’ people to join us and help with keeping our activities
going and, hopefully, introducing new ones. It is most enjoyable
‘work’ and they say volunteering is good for your health and
wellbeing.

Olive Daly

What does the Dom Marmion Society do?
THERE IS A LOT GOING ON!

Enjoying a cup of tea at the Arboretum, Leighlinbridge
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Colour in Jesus and the
Little Children

EARLY Summer
1995 was a busy time
in Holy Cross with
new groups being set
up arising from the
Diocesan Parish and
D e v e l o p m e n t
P r o g r a m m e
introduced here by
Fr Donal O’Doherty.
A Core Group to
co-ordinate the
activities and plan
future development was set up. Sr Eileen from
Our Lady’s Grove was a member and it is great
to see her back again in our Discernment group!
A Young Adults Group began work on a
programme to meet what they believed would be
helpful to deepen their Christian Faith which
would also include social activities – did we hear
they even met in a local pub! 

The St Joseph’s Young Priests Society took
part in a series of celebrations to mark the
Centenary of its foundation begun by Mrs Olivia
Mary Taaffe of Dun Laoghaire. The extremely
popular Monday evening Miraculous Medal
Devotion which began in July 1830 in Paris, is now
prayed with smaller numbers after the 10.30am
Mass on Mondays. 

The girls in the Notre Dame choirs were in
great voice getting First Place in the Youth Choir
category in the Belfast Music Festival, First Place
in the Feis Ceoil School Choirs unison
Competition, and went on to win the ‘best
School’ category in Chester and came second in
the Irish Schools Choir Competition! Funds were
raised to help Helen White a young person from
Lynwood to travel to help look after some of the
80 HIV positive abandoned babies in a hospital in
Romania.

Twenty Years Ago
in the Newsletter

From the parish archives

BRIAN McGARRY PLUMBER
PLUMBING – CENTRAL HEATING

REGISTERED GAS INSTALLER

GAS BOILERS SERVICED & REPAIRED

High Efficiency GasBoilers Installed
from 1600

NEW INSTALLATIONS – BATHROOMS
ELECTRIC SHOWERS – TANKS

CYLINDERS – RADIATORS – TAPS

PHONE 087 618 2500 or 442 6089

Environmentally Friendly
Pure Water Window Cleaning

Power Washing  Gutter Repairs
Serving South County Dublin 

for 20 years
Fully  Insured   Work Guaranteed
Ciaran O'Hara     087  244 4007

Easter Word Square Competitions.
Congratulations to Hannah Colleran, ‘Under 8’ winner, and to Eleanor & James Arnett ‘Over 8’

winners. They have won valuable vouchers for the Art and Hobby shop.
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